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TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

18th Meeting, 2008 (Session 3) 
 

Tuesday 7 October 2008 
 
The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 6. 
 
1. Declaration of interests: Des McNulty MSP will be invited to declare any 

relevant interests. 
 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take item 7 in private. 
 
3. Scottish Water Annual Report and Accounts 2007-08: The Committee will 

take evidence from— 
 

Gary Womersley, Chief Officer, Jim Black, Head of Customer Support, 
and Tom McClements, National Service Quality Committee Chair, 
WaterWatch Scotland. 
 

4. Climate change events: The Committee will consider its approach to 
forthcoming climate change events. 

 
5. Budget process 2009-10 (Stage 2) - witness expenses: The Committee will 

be invited to delegate to the Convener responsiblity for arranging for the SPCB 
to pay, under Rule 12.4.3, any expenses of witnesses during consideration of 
the Scottish Government's Draft Budget 2009-10.  

 
6. National Planning Framework 2: The Committee will consider its approach to 

the National Planning Framework 2. 
 
7. Budget process 2009-10 (Stage 2): The Committee will consider its approach 

to the scrutiny of the Scottish Government's Draft Budget 2009-10. 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 3  

Briefing paper 
 

TIC/S3/08/18/1 (P) 

Scottish Water Annual Report and Accounts 2007-08
 

  

Agenda item 4  

Paper by the Clerk 
 

TIC/S3/08/18/2 

Agenda item 5  

Paper by the Clerk 
 

TIC/S3/08/18/3 

Agenda item 6  

Paper by the Clerk 
 

TIC/S3/08/18/4 

Agenda item 7  

Paper by the Clerk 
 

TIC/S3/08/18/5 (P) 

 

http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/portal/page/portal/SWE_PGP_NEWS/0908%20-%20September%202008/NEWS_SEP08_ANN
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Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
 

18th Meeting, 2008 (Session 3) 

Tuesday 7 October 2008 
 

Climate change events 
 

Introduction 
1. This paper invites the Committee to consider a proposal to hold a 

major climate change event in February 2009 and to nominate a 
member to attend an international climate change event in St. Malo, 
France in October 2008. 

 
Background 

2. On 21 June 2007, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable 
Growth announced the Scottish Government’s intention to introduce a 
Scottish Climate Change Bill, which will set mandatory targets for 
emissions reductions. The Scottish Government’s consultation on the 
proposed bill ended in June 2008.  It is anticipated that the proposed 
bill will be introduced towards the end of 2008. 

 
3. The Committee began a programme of awareness-raising and 

information gathering on climate change by undertaking successful 
visits to London and Brussels in February 2008, meeting with MPs, 
MEPs, local authorities, and NGOs.  It has also agreed to engage with 
stakeholder groups at events on 25 November and 2 December 2008 
to obtain their views on the appropriateness of the proposed mandatory 
targets for the reduction of carbon emissions, and to gain an insight 
into the challenges that they anticipate in meeting these targets.  

 
4. This paper proposes further activity which will contribute to this 

programme both in advance of and following the introduction of the bill. 
 
Proposed climate change event 

5. The Scottish Climate Change Bill is likely to arouse significant interest 
amongst a wide range of stakeholders across all sectors and the 
public.  The Committee’s programme of evidence-taking, should it be 
designated as lead committee on the bill following its introduction, will 
allow it to take oral evidence from a limited number of key witnesses. 
However, it is suggested that a platform should be sought to allow a 
larger number of interested parties (up to 150) to directly engage with 
the Parliament on this hugely significant issue. 

 
6. In this regard, it has been suggested by the Convener that the 

Committee may wish to consider developing a proposal to hold a major 
participation event in the Chamber.  He has suggested that, in addition 
to allowing participants from Scotland to discuss and inform the 
Committee of their views on the bill proposals, there would be real 
value in inviting speakers from other countries.  Guest speakers would 
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be asked to explain the approaches being taken to address climate 
change in their respective countries, which would prompt debate on 
how the Scottish Government’s proposals relate to such activity around 
the world.  It would seem appropriate that the opportunity is provided 
for discussion on this level, given the global nature of the climate 
change challenge. It is suggested that representation could be invited 
from elsewhere in the UK, Europe, the United States and developing 
countries.   

 
Timing 

7. Plans are already underway for a programme of events to take place 
during the Scottish Parliament’s Environment Week in the week 
beginning Monday 23 February 2009.  Should the Committee agree to 
develop plans for a climate change event, it is proposed that it should 
form part of Environment Week and be held in the Chamber with 
agreement from the Presiding Officers on Friday 27 February.  It is 
anticipated that the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Bill will be 
introduced by the end of 2008, therefore event participants will have 
had time to digest the concrete proposals it contains.  In addition, the 
lead committee’s scrutiny of the bill is likely to be underway by that 
time.  A transcript of the event could be included as part of the lead 
committee’s report on the general principles of the bill. 

 
Costs 

8. Total ooutline costs for a Chamber conference for 150 delegates are 
likely to be in the region of £3,720. It is possible that additional costs 
may be incurred should specific audio visual or other equipment 
requirements be identified once detailed proposals are developed. 

 
9. Including the proposed event as part of Environment Week may also 

allow it to be funded from the corporate events budget.  Should the 
Committee agree to proceed with this event, it is therefore suggested 
that the clerks should pursue this possibility with the Parliament’s 
Events and Exhibitions Team and the SPCB.   

 
World Summit of Regions – conference on climate change 

10. The World Summit of Regions is holding a major conference on climate 
change in St Malo, France, on 29-30 October 2008. 

 
11. Approximately 450 representatives of regions, states, the European 

Union, non-governmental organisations and several UN agencies are 
due to meet to discuss and share experiences of addressing climate 
change, with a particular emphasis on the role that regions can play.  It 
is suggested that attendance at the conference by a Committee 
member would be beneficial in that it would allow information to be 
gathered on international activity on climate change which could be fed 
into to the forthcoming scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s Climate 
Change Bill.  It could also potentially prove useful in informing the 
design of the climate change event proposed above. 
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12. The Committee is invited to agree to send a representative to 
participate in the conference and to seek the necessary authorisations 
from the Conveners Group. It is proposed that the Deputy Convener is 
the Committee’s representative, and that she is accompanied by a 
representative of SPICe. 

 
Format of the conference 

13. The conference will feature both plenary sessions and workshops. The 
plenary sessions will focus on the potential contribution of regions to 
global programmes to address climate change. The specific thematic 
sessions will allow participants to discuss and share experiences of 
innovative initiatives on climate change within their regions. The 
sessions will include discussion of topics such as agriculture and forest 
management, integrated management of coastal areas, and new 
technologies in the field of renewable energy. 

 
14. Speakers at the conference will include the Director of the United 

Nations Development Programme for Europe, the Director of the 
European Environment Agency, and the Vice-President of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

 
Conveners Group approval 

15. The conference itself is free. There will, however, be some travel and 
accommodation costs. The travel costs are approximately £160 to 
£200, whilst the accommodation costs will be approximately £180 to 
£200. 

 
16. The Committee is invited to seek the approval of the Conveners Group 

to meet these travel costs. 
 
Action 

17. The Committee is invited to— 
 

• decide whether it wishes to hold a climate change event in the 
Chamber on Friday 27 February 2008 as part of the Scottish 
Parliament Environment Week and, if so, to ask the clerks to 
develop detailed proposals for such an event and to discuss funding 
issues with the Parliament’s Events Team and the SPCB; and 

 
• consider whether to ask the Deputy Convener to attend the World 

Summit of Regions conference on climate change in St Malo, 
France, on 29-30 October 2008 as a Committee representative and 
seek the necessary Conveners Group authorisations.   

 
 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 

Tel. 0131 348 5211 
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE 
 

7 OCTOBER 2008 
 

BUDGET PROCESS 2009-10 STAGE 2 
 

WITNESS EXPENSES 
 

Background  
 1. Under Rule 12.4.3 of the standing orders, the Committee may arrange for 
payment of expenses incurred by any witness invited to give evidence at a 
Committee meeting. Reimbursement is entirely at the discretion of the 
Committee.  
 
 2. The witness expenses scheme was established by the Parliament on 6 July 
2000 (motion S1M-1086) and sets out the categories of claim that may be 
considered.  
 
Action  
 3. The Committee is invited to delegate to the Convener responsibility for 
arranging for the SPCB to pay, under Rule 12.4.3, any witness expenses 
which arise during the Committee’s Consideration of the Scottish 
Government’s Draft Budget 2009-10. However, in the event of the Convener 
rejecting a claim, it will be referred back to the Committee for consideration.  
 

Steve Farrell  
Clerk to the Communities Committee  

Tel. 0131 348 5211  
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk  
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Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
 

18th Meeting, 2008 (Session 3) 

Tuesday 7 October 2008 
 

National Planning Framework 2 
 
Introduction 
 
1. This paper suggests an approach to the potential scrutiny by the Committee 

of aspects of the National Planning Framework 2 which are relevant to its 
remit. 

 
Background 
 
2. The Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 (the Act) provides a statutory 

framework for the National Planning Framework, which sets out “in broad 
terms how the Scottish Ministers consider that the development and use of 
land could and should occur.”  The Act includes a requirement for the NPF 
to include a strategy for Scotland’s spatial development and a statement of 
what Scottish Ministers consider to be priorities for that development. 

 
3. The first NPF was published in April 2004 and set out a strategy for 

Scotland’s development to 2025.  The development of NPF2, which will 
cover the period to 2030, was initiated by the former Scottish Executive and 
this has been continued by the current Scottish Government.  The 
consultation on the NPF2 was launched in January 2008 and ended on 15 
April 2008.  The Scottish Government is currently analysing the consultation 
responses with a view to producing a final draft NPF2, which it has indicated 
it plans to lay before the Parliament by the end of 2008. 

 
4. Under the Act, the Parliament has a period of 60 days to consider the NPF 

and “In preparing or revising the framework, the Scottish Ministers are to 
have regard to any resolution or report of, or of any committee of, the 
Scottish Parliament made, during the period for Parliamentary 
consideration, as regards the proposed framework.” 

 
5. As this will be the first time that the NPF has been laid before the 

Parliament, there is no established model for Parliamentary consideration of 
the document and there has been no formal decision taken by the 
Parliament on the process that should be followed.  However, it is 
anticipated that committees will be asked to scrutinise the document and 
that the Local Government and Communities Committee, which has the 
planning system within its remit, would take the lead in this regard.  
However, given the significant number of issues related to transport, water 
and drainage infrastructure which are likely to feature in the document, it is 
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suggested that the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
would have an important role as a secondary committee in this process.  

 
6. The NPF2 will set out the projects (currently 9) which the Scottish 

Government regards as being national developments and which will be 
subject to simpler planning procedures (e.g. public inquiries and hearings 
into national developments will normally consider matters such as siting, 
design etc., not the need for the project in principle).  The nine projects 
currently being proposed as being national developments— 

 
• Replacement Forth Crossing 
• Edinburgh Airport Enhancement 
• Glasgow Airport Enhancement 
• Grangemouth Freight Hub 
• Rosyth International Container Terminal 
• Scapa Flow Container Transhipment Facility 
• Grid Reinforcements to Support Renewable Energy Development 
• Glasgow Strategic Drainage Scheme 
• Glasgow Games Facilities and Infrastructure 

 
7. Whilst it is expected that committee scrutiny would include consideration of 

whether certain of these projects – and any others proposed – should be 
considered as national developments, it is suggested that this would not 
extend to taking a view on whether there is a need for these projects in 
principle.  

 
8. In addition to the consideration of the proposals for national developments, 

the committee may also wish to examine any proposals contained within the 
NPF2 which relate to its remit, such as— 

 
• transport infrastructure; 
• sustainable transport and climate change;  
• internal and external transport connectivity; and 
• water and drainage capacity. 

 
9. A SPICe briefing prepared for the Economy, Energy and Tourism 

Committee is included with the Committee papers and provides additional 
information on NPF2.1 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/eet/papers-08/eep08-15.pdf [Accessed 
October 2008] 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/eet/papers-08/eep08-15.pdf
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Possible witnesses 
 
10. It is suggested that the Committee should consider hearing from groups of 

witnesses who have the relevant expertise to give views and opinions on 
what are likely to be high-level, strategic proposals. 

 
11. In this regard, it is proposed that the clerks and SPICe should identify 

potential witnesses, including academics, transport and infrastructure 
professionals, NGOs and others and agree these with the Convener once 
the timing and format for the Parliamentary consideration of NPF2 are 
confirmed.  

 
Action 

 
12. The Committee is invited to- 
 

• decide if, in principle, it wishes to take evidence on the final draft 
NPF2 once it is laid before the Parliament; 

 
• delegate the decision on witnesses and scheduling of evidence 

sessions to the Convener in the light of the timing and format for 
the Parliamentary consideration of NPF2 being decided.    

 
 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 

Tel. 0131 348 5211 
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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