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15th Meeting, 2008 (Session 3) 

 
Tuesday 24 June 2008 

 
The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 4 to consider the following 
agenda items:   

1. Inquiry into rail services: The Committee will consider its approach to its 
inquiry into rail services.  

2. Inquiry into ferry services in Scotland (in private): The Committee will 
consider a draft report on its inquiry into ferry services in Scotland.  

3. Budget process 2009-2010 - appointment of adviser (in private): The 
Committee will consider a list of candidates for the post of budget adviser.  
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Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
 

Inquiry into rail services 
 

Approach Paper 
 
Introduction 
 

1. The Committee, at its meeting on 27 May 2008, considered its future work 
programme and agreed to hold an inquiry into rail services.  

 
2. The Committee agreed that the inquiry should focus on the development 

of inter-city rail links between Scotland, the rest of the UK and Europe, 
including the potential for high-speed rail links. The Committee will also 
investigate how the existing rail network within Scotland might connect 
with any improved links. 

 
3. SPICe produced a briefing on high-speed rail links in November 2006. 

Copies of the briefing have been circulated with this paper for information. 
 
4. This paper sets out proposals for developing a remit and taking forward a 

programme of evidence-gathering for this inquiry.  
 
Background and remit 
 

5. The purpose of this inquiry is to investigate the issues surrounding the 
development of a high speed network. It will consider issues such as the 
potential economic and environmental benefits and the most appropriate 
technology required for use in the UK. In addition it will also consider cost 
and funding mechanisms. The Committee will also investigate options for 
improving existing rail links within Scotland to ensure that all rail users are 
able to take advantage of improved connections.  

 
6. In Parliament on 5 June 2008, the First Minister, in response to a 

parliamentary question on what discussions had taken place regarding the 
construction of high-speed rail links between Scotland and England stated 
that— 

‘We have moved on to some extent. There has been no 
commitment by the United Kingdom Government, but at least 
Network Rail has been charged with studying capacity solutions for 
cross-border services. It will be able to consider all options for 
improving capacity, specifically including high-speed rail and, of 
course, improvements in the current service. 
 
I am not overegging the situation because Tom Harris made it clear 
that there was no commitment from the UK Government to the 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-06/SB06-97.pdf
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proposal, but we have at least moved a little from the position in 
December 2006. Given recent events in the world, there must be a 
growing realisation that high-speed rail should be considered in all 
seriousness as the logical, intelligent and environmental way to 
carry the bulk of journeys between Scotland and however we want 
to describe the city of London and elsewhere.  

 
7. In addition, given the Scottish Government’s commitment to tackling 

climate change and the introduction of a climate change bill later this year, 
it is considered important to investigate the potential for the development 
of low carbon alternatives to domestic aviation and long distance driving. 
The development of a UK high-speed rail network is one such possible 
development, providing a more environmentally friendly mode of travel 
between Scotland, the rest of the UK and Europe. 

 
8. It is anticipated that the Committee’s findings will help inform future 

Ministerial discussions on this issue. 
 

9. It is proposed that the inquiry should be a short, focused inquiry with a 
specific remit. The Committee may wish to consider the following remit for 
its inquiry: 

 
“The Committee’s inquiry will consider: 
• The development of a high-speed rail network linking Scotland with 

major English conurbations, London and Europe via High Speed 1; 
• Options for improving existing inter-city rail links within Scotland; 

and 
• The barriers to the development of improved rail links.” 

 
10. It is recommended that members agree the suggested remit above in 

order to ensure the inquiry remains focused. 
 

Written and oral evidence 
 
11. When the Committee has finalised the remit for the inquiry, a public call for 

written evidence would be issued and the attention of stakeholders drawn 
to the call for evidence.  

 
12. It is suggested that the Committee undertakes evidence sessions and 

hears from the following list of witnesses: 
 

• Minister for Transport, infrastructure and Climate Change 
• UK Minister for Transport 
• Academics/transport consultants 
• Business interests 
• Network Rail 
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• Association of Train Operating Companies 
• Rail Freight Group 
• Rolling stock companies 
• Environmental and other NGOs 
• Organisations representing passengers  

 
13. It is expected that the Committee will seek written evidence in advance of 

the oral evidences sessions from all interested parties, including groups 
such as the European rail infrastructure operators on their experience of 
developing high-speed rail links.  

 
14. Members may also wish to suggest that the Clerks liaise with the 

Convener to identify appropriate informal fact-finding visits if this proves 
necessary over the course of the inquiry.  

 
15. The Committee is aware from its work programme that there is a degree 

of uncertainty regarding the publication dates of a number of Scottish 
Government documents which the Committee intends to scrutinise 
following the summer recess. The documents include the National 
Planning Framework which, following its publication, the Parliament will 
have a statutory 60 days to consider and comment on the document.  

 
16. Given the uncertainty surrounding the timing of publication of documents 

which directly affect the scheduling of future evidence sessions, this paper 
does not include specific dates for proposed oral evidence sessions 
however, it is anticipated that the evidence sessions will take place as 
soon practicable following summer recess. Members should note that this 
would not affect the call for evidence which could be issued shortly after 
summer recess. 

 
Conclusion 
 
17. Members are invited to: 

• consider and agree the inquiry remit as set out in the paper;  
• agree to issue a call for written evidence;  
• agree the witness programme and to delegate the final 

decision on the witnesses for each session to the Convener. 
 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Communities Committee 

Tel. 0131 348 5211 
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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