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AGENDA 
 

1st Meeting, 2008 (Session 3) 
 

Tuesday 15 January 2008 
 
The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in Committee Room 3 to consider the following 
agenda items:   

1. Decisions on taking business in private: The Committee will consider whether 
to take agenda item 3 in private. 

2. Replacement Forth Crossing: The Committee will take evidence on the 
replacement Forth crossing from— 

John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable 
Growth. 

3. Work Programme: The Committee will consider its work programme.  

 
Steve Farrell 

Clerk to the Committee  
Room no T3.40 

Tel no: 0131-348-5211 
Email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows: 
 
Agenda Item 2 
 
Briefing paper 
 
Agenda Item 3 
 
Paper from the Clerk 
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TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE  

 
Work Programme  

 
Introduction 
 
1. This paper invites the Committee to consider making an addition to its 

current work programme.  An opportunity has arisen for additional work 
to be undertaken by the Committee in February/March 2008. The 
suggestion is that the Committee would carry out a short, focussed piece 
of work over 2 or 3 evidence sessions, producing comments and 
recommendations as appropriate. 

 
2. A copy of the Committee’s current published work programme is 

attached for information at Annex A. 
 
Suggested topics 
 
3. Members have been asked individually to suggest issues they consider 

would merit consideration and the following have been submitted: 
• the costs of public transport, especially in light of recent increases in 

rail fares, and the impact that this will have on government ambitions 
for 'modal shift'; 

• how the development of air routes to and from Scotland might be 
encouraged following the recent withdrawal of the route development 
grant; 

• the role, responsibilities and performance of Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited; 

• school travel plan co-ordinators – conduct an assessment of how 
successful the initiative has been across Scotland and consider how it 
will operate under revised funding arrangements in future years; 

• rail service improvement from Glasgow/Edinburgh to Inverness; 
• the development of high-speed rail links to England; and 
• options for introducing direct rail links from Scotland to Europe via the 

Channel Tunnel. 
 
4. In reaching a view on whether to undertake work in any of the areas 

suggested, members will wish to take into account the potential 
complexities involved in considering certain of the issues suggested. 
Some of the topics proposed may not lend themselves particularly to a 
short piece of work and would perhaps be better suited to a longer 
inquiry later in the session.  

 
5. Members should also be aware of the reserved nature of the rail inks to 

England and Europe and careful thought would need to be given to the 
extent to and means by which the Committee might influence policy in 
this area.   
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6. Members are invited to consider whether one of the suggested topics 
above might be suitable for consideration during February and March 
2008.  They may also wish to express a view as to whether there might 
be scope for some of other issues highlighted to be considered by the 
Committee in the medium or longer term should time permit.   

 
Conclusion 
 
7. The Committee is invited to discuss the options at paragraph 3 above 

and agree: 
• which one of these issues it would like to consider in the short term; 
• to delegate responsibility to the Convener and the clerks to identify 

relevant witnesses to give oral evidence; and 
• that the current work programme be updated to reflect the decisions 

taken and published on the Committee’s web page.  
 
 

Steve Farrell 
Clerk to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 

Tel. 0131 348 5211 
email: steve.farrell@scottish.parliament.uk 
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TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE  

 
Work Programme  

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
8. At its meeting on 18 September 2007, the Transport, Infrastructure and 

Climate Committee agreed the following initial work programme.  This 
document has been updated to reflect the ongoing work of the 
Committee. 

 
LEGISLATION  
 
Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill 
 
9. The Scottish Government introduced the Abolition of Bridge Tolls 

(Scotland) Bill on 3 September 2007. The Bill proposes the abolition of 
tolls on the Forth and Tay Road Bridges. The Parliamentary Bureau 
referred the Bill to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change 
Committee for consideration at Stage 1. The Committee issued a call for 
evidence and took oral evidence in September and October 2007. The 
Committee published its Stage 1 Report on 7 November 2007 and the 
majority of the Committee recommended that the general principles of 
the Bill be agreed to.1 

 
10. The Committee considered the Bill at Stage 2 at its meeting on 4 

December 2007 where the Bill was agreed to. The Bill was passed by 
the Parliament on 20 December 2007. 
 

Climate Change Bill 
 
11. On 21 June 2007, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable 

Growth announced the Scottish Government's intention to introduce a 
Scottish climate change Bill, which will set mandatory targets for 
emissions reductions.  The First Minister, when announcing the Scottish 
Government’s Programme for Government on 4 September 2007, 
indicated that there would be a consultation on the proposed bill.   

 
12. It is anticipated that the Bill will be introduced towards the end of 2008. In 

advance of this, the Committee has agreed to develop a programme of 
awareness-raising and information gathering. This will involve monitoring 
the UK Climate Change Bill and activity at EU level including a fact 
finding visit to counterpart committees at Westminster and Brussels in 
February 2008.    

 

                                                 
1 Patrick Harvie dissented. 
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13. The UK Climate Change Bill was introduced in the House of Lords on 14 
November 2007 and a legislative consent memorandum in relation to the 
Bill was lodged on 15 November 2007. The Committee issued a call for 
evidence on the LCM and considered the memorandum at its meeting on 
4 December 2007 where it took evidence from Stewart Stevenson, 
Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change.   

 
14. The Committee reported on the LCM noting that the Bill set a statutory 

framework for actions which will be taken to address climate change, but 
many of the specific measures will be developed in future years. The 
Committee recommended that the Scottish Government engages with 
the UK Government on an ongoing basis to ensure that Scottish interests 
are represented as the policy develops. The Committee drew to the 
attention of Parliament the written and oral evidence received by the 
Committee and the issues highlighted by members of the Committee.  

 
15. The memorandum was debated in Parliament on 20 December 2007 and 

the following motion was agreed to:   
“That the Parliament endorses the principle of introducing for the 
United Kingdom as a whole statutory targets and a related framework 
for action to mitigate climate change by reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions as set out in the Climate Change Bill, introduced in the 
House of Lords on 14 November 2007, and agrees that the provisions 
in the Bill which fall within the legislative competence of the Scottish 
Parliament should be considered by the UK Parliament.” 

 
Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill 
 
16. The Bill was introduced on 9 November 2007 and was referred to the 

Local Government and Communities as lead committee for scrutiny at 
Stage 1. This Committee agreed to maintain a watching brief on the Bill 
and members received copies of written evidence received by the lead 
Committee in relation to its call for evidence on the Bill.  

 
Flooding bill 
 
17. It is expected that a flooding bill will be introduced by the Scottish 

Government in 2008.  This is likely to have implications for water and 
drainage infrastructure in Scotland.  The Committee has agreed to 
consider whether there may be an opportunity for it to contribute to the 
scrutiny of the proposed legislation.  It will also consider how it might 
engage with the Rural Affairs and Environment inquiry into flooding and 
flood management.    

 
INQUIRIES 
 
18. The Committee agreed to conduct an inquiry into ferry services in 

Scotland. The Committee’s inquiry will include a call for evidence, 
external meetings in areas directly affected by ferries and a series of 
Reporter visits where members will have the opportunity to meet with 
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members of the public, business and tourism interests, ferry operators 
and workers and other interested parties. It will focus on a number of 
issues including ferry routes, frequency and timetables, capacity and 
integration with other transport services. It is expected that the inquiry 
will be completed in June 2008 which will enable the Committee’s 
findings to feed in to the Scottish Government’s review of lifeline ferry 
services due to be completed in 2010. 

 
TRANSPORT ISSUES 
 
Replacement Forth Crossing 
 
19. On 20 August 2007 the Scottish Government announced a series of 

exhibitions on proposals for a replacement Forth crossing. Two final 
options had been shortlisted: a bridge or a tunnel to the west of the 
existing Forth Road Bridge. Ministers considered feedback from the 
public alongside technical details and announced on 20 December its 
choice was a cable-stayed bridge. 

 
20. Given the significance of this project, the Committee has agreed to 

closely monitor its development and to identify appropriate opportunities 
to engage with Ministers and relevant stakeholder organisations.  

 
21. At its meeting on 20 November, the Committee considered PE1064 

calling on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to reconsider its 
decision to replace the Forth Road Bridge and await pending studies on 
the feasibility if repairing the bridge. The Committee agreed to write to 
FETA on issues raised during discussion and further agreed to consider 
the issues raised in the petition during future discussions on the 
replacement Forth crossing.  

 
Other key transport projects 
 
22. There are a wide range of major transport projects in Scotland which are 

either under construction, authorised but awaiting construction; or at an 
earlier stage of development.  These include: 

 
• Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
• Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link 
• Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (EARL) 
• Edinburgh Trams  
• Edinburgh Waverley Station improvements 
• Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL) 
• M74 extension 
• Stirling-Alloa-Kincardine Railway 
• Upper Forth Crossing 
• Waverley Railway 
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23. The Committee has agreed to monitor progress in relation to these 
projects and to engage with Ministers and relevant stakeholders as 
appropriate.  

 
Road Equivalent Tariff for ferries 

24. On 13 August 2007, the Scottish Government announced a study to 
establish the most effective and sustainable structure for a Road 
Equivalent Tariff (RET) pilot scheme for setting ferry fares. The study will 
include a pilot scheme on one or more of the routes between the 
mainland and the Western Isles. The Committee recognises that this 
initiative is relevant to its inquiry into ferry services in Scotland and will 
therefore maintain a close interest as it is taken forward. 

 
Strategic transport review 
 
25. Transport Scotland is undertaking a major Strategic Transport Projects 

Review (STPR) which is looking at the options for the development of 
Scotland’s strategic transport network over the period 2012 to 2022.  The 
review will be completed in 2008 and will recommend a programme of 
capital works to be carried out over the 10 years from 2012.  In addition 
the STPR will suggest policies for furthering the Scottish Government’s 
transport goals as set out in the National Transport Strategy.  

 
26. The Committee has agreed to monitor progress in relation to the STPR 

and will consider taking evidence on its completion. 
 
Road safety 
 
27. On 12 June 2007, the Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate 

Change, Stewart Stevenson MSP, announced the creation of an expert 
panel to advise on and inform a new 10 year strategy on road safety for 
Scotland.  The Scottish Government announced the remit and 
membership of this panel on 31 August 2007. The Committee has 
agreed to monitor developments in relation to this exercise.  
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Air Discount Scheme 
 
28. The Air Discount Scheme offers permanent residents of some islands off 

the north and west coasts of Scotland, a 40% discount on air fares on 
eligible routes to Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness. The 
Scottish Government is shortly to appoint consultants to investigate the 
effectiveness of the scheme, with a view to reviewing whether to 
continue its operation. An announcement by the Scottish Government on 
continuation of the scheme was expected before the end of 2007 but this 
is still awaited. 

29. The Committee requested an update from Ministers on this issue and will 
continue to monitor developments. 

INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES 
 
Scottish Water 
 
30. The Committee has responsibility for scrutinising the activities of Scottish 

Water as these relate to the provision and maintenance of water and 
drainage infrastructure.  

31. In November 2007, the Committee took evidence from Scottish Water 
and Scottish Water Business stream on the Annual Accounts 2005/06. 
Following the evidence session, the Committee wrote to Scottish Water 
seeking clarification on a number of issues. It is expected that the 
Committee will consider the response and take evidence from the Water 
Industry Commission for Scotland early in 2008. 

INational Planning Framework 

 
32. The next National Planning Framework for Scotland will be presented to 

the Parliament in 2008.  This document will seek to identify key strategic 
infrastructure needs and will include a long-term vision of Scotland’s 
infrastructure requirements.  Following its submission, the Parliament will 
have a statutory 60 days to consider and comment on the document. 

33. The Committee intends to liaise with other relevant Committees and 
participate fully in the Parliamentary scrutiny of the National Planning 
Framework. 

OTHER ISSUES 
 
Budget process 
 
34. Subject committees, including the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate 

Change Committee, are required to scrutinise the Scottish Government’s 
Draft Budget annually and report to the Finance Committee.  
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35. The Committee appointed an adviser to assist in its scrutiny of the Draft 
Scottish Budget 2008/09.  At its meeting on 27 November 2007, the 
Committee took evidence from a range of organisations with an interest 
in the transport budget and then took evidence from the Cabinet 
Secretary at its meeting on 4 December 2007.  The Committee will report 
to the Finance Committee in January 2008. 

 
Subordinate legislation scrutiny 
 
36. The Committee will continue to scrutinise subordinate legislation referred 

to it for consideration 
 
Public Petitions 
 
37. The Committee will also allow time for consideration of any public 

petitions formally referred to it. It is for the Committee to decide on what, 
if any, action to take in relation to public petitions, such as undertaking 
committee inquiries or examining them as part of wider committee 
reviews or scrutiny of legislation. 

 
38. To date the Committee has considered two petitions PE894 on the 

Dornoch Rail Link and PE1064 on the replacement Forth crossing both 
of which remain open. 

 
 

Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee  
December 2007 
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