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Additional written evidence on public transport 
 
1. Background 
 
BAA Scotland is committed to increasing the percentage of our passengers 
travelling to and from our airports by public transport.   
 
We have produced a detailed surface access strategy at each airport, which sets 
clear targets to increase public transport usage and minimise private vehicle 
movements by 2011/12.  The strategy documents also detail the actions that will 
be taken to meet these targets and copies are available from our airport 
websites. 
 
 
2. Modal split 
 
The percentage of passengers travelling to our airports by public transport is 
shown in the following table. 
 
Table 1 – Aberdeen Airport mode share. 
 
Aberdeen Public 

transport 
Private 
vehicle 

Taxi / 
private hire 

Hired car Other 

2001 4.5% 53.0% 37.0% 4.0% 1.5% 
2005 6.3% 49.5% 36.9% 6.1% 1.2% 
2008 6.2% 92.3% 1.5% 

 
 
Table 2 – Edinburgh Airport mode share. 
 
Edinburgh Public 

transport 
Private 
vehicle 

Taxi / 
private hire 

Hired car Other 

2001 16.0% 48.0% 29.0% 6.5% 0.5% 
2005 19.7% 48.6% 25.3% 6.0% 0.4% 
2008 25.5% 74.1% 0.4% 

 
 
 
 
 



Table 3 – Glasgow Airport mode share. 
 
Glasgow Public 

transport 
Private 
vehicle 

Taxi / 
private hire 

Hired car Other 

2001 8.0% 56.0% 26.5% 7.0% 2.0% 
2005 11.1% 57.6% 26.4% 4.4% 0.5% 
2008 11.7% 84.8% 0.4% 

 
Figures for 2001 and 2005 were obtained from CAA surveys.  Figures for 2008 
were obtained from BAA’s own retail profiler survey, which does not distinguish 
between private vehicle, taxi and hired car.  A new CAA survey is currently 
underway at each of the three airports. 
 
 
3. Public Transport Targets 
 
The targets for public transport mode share at each airport by 2011, as detailed 
in our surface access strategies, are as follows. 
 
Aberdeen   8.5% 
Edinburgh 27.0% 
Glasgow 15.0% 
 
The 2011 targets do not take into account of publicly funded infrastructure 
projects that will provide new public transport links to Edinburgh and Glasgow 
airports. 
 
Once operational in 2011, the Edinburgh tram will link Edinburgh Airport with 
Edinburgh Park, the city centre and Leith.  BAA Scotland is committed to 
working with the City of Edinburgh Council and TiE to agree a new public 
transport mode share target prior to the commencement of tram operations. 
 
Similarly, preparatory works are now underway ahead of the construction of the 
Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL).  This will provide a heavy rail link between 
Glasgow Airport and Glasgow Central train station.  As with the Edinburgh 
tram, BAA Scotland will work with Transport Scotland to agree a new public 
transport mode share target prior to the opening of GARL. 
 
 
4. Air Transport Forums 
 
The UK Government White Paper “A New Deal for Transport”, which was 
published in 1998, required all airports in England handling in excess of 1,000 air 
transport movements per annum, to set up Airport Transport Forums (ATFs).  
Although this requirement was not mandatory in Scotland, BAA Scotland 
believed the establishment of ATFs was good practice and should be followed. 
 
We now have ATFs at each of our airports, which meet every six months and are 
comprised of representatives of surface transport providers - including bus,, rail 



and taxi operators, local authorities - the Scottish Government and other 
transport regulatory bodies. 
 
The ATFs oversee their airports’ strategies to increase public transport mode 
share and manage private vehicle movements.  These bodies independently 
monitor the ongoing progress in meeting the targets set out in our airport 
surface access strategy documents. 
 
 
5. Public Transport Levy 
 
As highlighted in our original written submission,  BAA Scotland introduced the 
Public Transport Levy (PTL) at each of our three airports in 2003.  The PTL is 
charged on short-stay airport parking, with an average contribution of 20p per 
car.  The monies raised, which total almost £500,000 per year, are used to 
promote public transport or minimise private vehicle movements. 
 
Funds from the PTL have been used for a number of key projects.  At Edinburgh, 
money is currently being invested in a detailed feasibility study into a possible 
bus interchange on the A8, which would allow for coach passengers from 
Glasgow, Stirling and Falkirk to connect with airport bound bus services. 
 
At Glasgow, PTL money has been invested in bus stances adjacent to terminal 
building, allowing bus services to return to the inner forecourt following the July 
2007 terrorist attack 
 
At Aberdeen, money has been invested in the promotion of the new bus service 
set up by NESTRANS connecting Aberdeen Airport with Dyce train station. 
 
These are just three example of a range of projects that will allow our airports to 
meet, and if possible, exceed the public transport targets set out in the strategy 
documents. 


