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Additional written evidence on car parking 
 
1. Income from car parking 
 
Income from car parking represents a comparatively small share of airports’ 
overall income, averaging 10.1% in 2008.  This information has been broken 
down in the following table. 
 
Table 1.1 – Car parking income as a share of total income. 
 

Year Aberdeen Edinburgh Glasgow 
2005 7.2% 10.0% 8.8% 
2006 7.5% 10.8% 9.1% 
2007 7.9% 11.1% 9.7% 
2008 7.8% 11.2% 9.8% 

 
Car parking is however an important generator of income for our airports.  It is 
important to stress that, as a private company, BAA does not receive and does 
not seek money from local or national government for the development or 
operation of our airports.  Income generated from ‘non-aeronautical’ sources, 
including car parking, property rents and retail, has therefore been important in 
allowing BAA Scotland to significantly reduce its aeronautical charges, attracting 
new airlines and new routes to Scotland. 
 
Specifically, we have reduced our aircraft landing charges in real terms every 
year, year on year, for the last 15 years.  These consistent reductions in prices, 
coupled with the BAA Scotland Route Development Fund that has invested over 
£130 million in new services, have led to a considerable growth in the number of 
international destinations being directly served from our airports. 
 
 
2. Car parking and congestion 
 
There remains a complex relationship between the provision and pricing of car 
parking and road congestion.   
 
The least desirable surface access mode is where passengers are dropped off and 
picked up by friends and family – so called ‘kiss and fly.  For each passenger who 
uses ‘kiss and fly’ for a round trip, a total of four private vehicle access journeys 
are created.  For a passenger who drives to the airport and parks, there are only 



two access journeys created. Experience in recent years has shown the provision 
of high quality car parking can reduce the number of passengers being dropped 
off and picked up by friends and family.  Conversely, a lack of parking spaces 
can lead to increased “kiss and fly”, as passengers fear missing their flight 
because of a lack of available parking spaces. 
 
It is also important to strike the right balance in terms of car park pricing.  
Setting prices too low could encourage passengers away from using public 
transport.  Conversely, setting parking prices too high could encourage 
passengers to ‘kiss and fly’ rather than park at the airport, increasing vehicle 
movements. 
 
Our airport surface access strategies detail our targets and actions to increase 
public transport use and minimise private vehicles movements.  The provision 
and pricing of car parking has an important part to play in these efforts. 


