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Dear Steve, 
 
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill 
Written Evidence Request - Carbon Footprint Reporting Timeframe 
 
At the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee meeting on 20 January 2009, the subject of the 
Scottish Government’s ecological footprint project was discussed.  The Convener stated that it would be helpful to 
explore in writing the potential timeframe for reporting the outputs of this work.  This letter seeks to provide that 
information, which I hope the Committee will find useful. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to measuring Scotland’s ecological footprint, with work currently 
underway investigating the development of Scottish economic-environmental accounts to improve the quality 
and transparency of footprint calculations.  The output from this work will include a carbon footprint for Scotland 
which we expect to be available in 2010.  

 
In the interim, ecological and carbon footprint information for Scotland and Scottish Local Authority Areas will 
be available in May this year from the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), University of York and Experian.  
This footprint calculation uses UK input-output tables and UK economic-environmental accounts, disaggregated 
using Scottish consumption data based on 2006 data.  By comparison, Scotland's carbon emissions for 2006 
were published in September 2008. 

 
The Scottish Government is also considering the frequency for producing the ecological footprint indicator and, 
given the complexities of the indicator and the frequency of the data available to feed into the model, we 
anticipate recalculating Scotland’s ecological footprint every two or four years. 
 
The frequency of reporting on the ecological and carbon footprint does not prevent the Scottish Government 
from reporting the latest position on the carbon footprint as part of the Scottish Ministers’ annual report on 
production-based emissions performance required by the current Climate Change (Scotland) Bill provisions.     
 
Further information regarding the national indicator to reduce Scotland's ecological footprint is available on the 
Scottish Government website at the following address:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/ecologicalFootprint. 
 
I hope that this is helpful. 
 
 
 
Philip Wright 
Deputy Director 
Climate Change Division 
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