
ANNEXE C 
 

Note of visits in Copenhagen with Danish Cyclists Federation and 
Københavns Kommune – Copenhagnen Municipality 

 
 
Background 
 
On Tuesday 15 December 2009, two members of the Transport, Infrastructure 
and Climate Change Committee – Cathy Peattie MSP and Rob Gibson MSP – 
met with Lise Bjorg Pedersen, Political Head of the Danish Cyclists 
Federation, in Copenhagen and Niels Tørsløv, Head of Transport at the 
Københavns Kommune. The members were visiting Copenhagen in order to 
participate in events relating to the UN Conference on Climate Change as well 
to learn more about Copenhagen’s successes in promoting cycling. Alastair 
Macfie, a committee clerk, was also present at the meetings. 
 
Points raised during the meeting with Danish Cyclists Federation 
 
Family and children 
 
In Denmark there is a strong focus on encouraging cycling amongst families. 
Members were told that 30 per cent of families with children use a bicycle, 
often with adapations to make them suitable for carrying a child, such pram-
style attachments at the front of bicycles. 
 
Members heard that there was a view in Denmark that if children are 
encouraged to take up cycling as youngsters, they would be more likely to 
continue cycling as an adult. It is common in primary schools for cycling 
practice sessions to take place once or twice a week. There is an emphasis 
on ‘play’ in these sessions, with children encouraged to gain confidence 
cycling in a safe environment and not to be afraid of falling off their bicycles. 
 
The health benefits of cycling were emphasised to parents in order to get 
them to encourage their children to cycle. Parents were often encouraged not 
to drive their children up to the school gate, and sometimes traffic restrictions 
were put in place to prevent this happening. The evidence has been that 
children in Denmark welcome the additional freedom afforded by cycling to 
school by bicycle, as opposed to taking the bus or car. 
 
Other points 
 

• Members heard that the more people who cycle, the less accidents 
there are proportionately 

• Cycle lanes encourage people to cycle. They are most effective when 
they are physically raised out of the way of other traffic, rather than 
simply painted lines on the road.  

• Electric bikes could be useful in Scottish locations which are hilly. 
Electric bikes have been used in a number of Danish municipalities. As 



an example, in some locations care workers have used electric 
bicycles to travel quite long distances to and from work. 

• 37 per cent of people arriving to work or school in Copenhagen do so 
by bicycle. On a national level, however, bicycle usage is actually 
declining, as people increasingly commute longer distances to work 
and increase their car usage. 

• Central government is now increasingly supporting cycling, with 1 
billion Danish krone spending earmarked for cycling between 2009 and 
2014. Cycling is increasingly seen by central government as an 
effective way of improving health and tackling climate change. 

• A central figurehead, such as a famous person, to promote cycling 
might assist in increasing uptake of cycling in countries where it is 
currently low. 

• The planning system has a role to play in ensuring that new 
developments are sited in locations with good bicycle access. 

 
Points raised during the meeting with Københavns Kommune – 
Copenhagnen Municipality 
 
Overall statistics 
 

• In Copenhagen, 37 per cent of journeys to work or to school are by 
bicycle. 

• Approximately 70 to 80 per cent of cyclists in Copenhagen continue to 
cycle in winter. Members heard that in winter snow is removed first 
from cycle tracks before roads are cleared. 

 
Historical trends / culture 
 
Members heard that there was a long term trend of increasing bicycle usage 
in Denmark. Other trends impacting on increased cycle usage has been the 
fact that young families are tending to live more in the city centre. There was 
an emphasis in Copenhagen of building a long-term cycling culture, based on 
encouraging pride in, and enthusiasm for, cycling. This appearing to be more 
effective than ‘lecturing’ style campaigns. 
 
Political support 
 
An interest in promoting cycling was now apparent from across the political 
spectrum in Denmark and at a national and municipal government level. Pro-
cycling programmes were now central to the programmes of all political 
parties. One area that continued to be controversial, however, was the 
removal of car parking spaces for use by bicycles. 
 
Reasons for cycling 
 
The ease and speed of cycling seemed to be the reason why most chose to 
cycle in Copenhagen. Environmental motivations appeared to be less of an 
influencing factor. Members heard that cyclists in Copenhagen valued the fact 



that using a bicycle meant that undertaking a journey was more convenient, 
and that they gained greater independence as a result. 
 
Traffic experiments 
 
An important way of encouraging support for cycle improvements in 
Copenhagen is the use of ‘traffic experiments’, whereby road layouts are 
marked out on a temporary basis in order to gauge public opinion and 
encourage dialogue about potential changes. This usually has the impact of 
making people more enthusiastic about embracing change. Members heard, 
however, that it is important to pick the right projects on which to conduct 
experiments to maximise the chance that they will have a positive outcome. 
 
Safety 
 
The numbers of deaths / seriously injuries to cyclists has fallen significantly in 
recent years, despite an increase in cycle usage. Members heard that this 
was caused by the increasing number of bicycles on the road, as well as 
factors such as redesigned intersections. There is evidence that the publicity 
given to particular types of accident, such as those involving trucks and 
cyclists, has helped reduced these particular types of accident. In 
Copenhagen, accidents involving bicycles are entered into an accident 
database in order that trends in accidents can be analysed with a view to 
preventing future incidents. 
 
Benefits of cycling 
 

• Cycling activity in Copenhagen leads to the saving of 90,000 tons of 
CO2 which would have otherwise been emitted. 

• The public health benefits gained by increasing cycling were 
significant, and were described as being of same scale as the benefits 
of stopping smoking. 

 
Initiatives to improve cycling experience 
 

• Cycle tracks in Copenhagen tend to have two kerbs: one between the 
road and the cycle track and one between the cycle track and the 
pedestrian pavement. This arrangement is more effective than painted 
lines on the road. 

• There is an emphasis in traffic planning of, where possible, removing or 
mitigating conflicts between cyclists and other road users, such as 
right-turn intersections. 

• Regular cycle to work campaigns are held in Copenhagen. 
• There is a culture of innovation in relation to cycling in Copenhagen. 

Initiatives include, for example, competitions to encourage bicycle 
sharing, adjusting traffic lights cycles to allow to allow cyclists a clear 
run down busy streets, and redesigning metro stations to allow for 
sunken bicycle parks which fit in with the surrounding area. 

 
 


