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Dear Stewart 
 
Thank you for your letter of June 17th informing me of recent developments 
with your Climate Change Bill and including questions on the 2020 target and 
the UK Climate Projections.  
 
2020 target 
 
We will provide advice to you on the appropriate level of the 2020 target 
taking into account a range of factors: 
 

• Consistency with the path to meeting the longer term 80% emissions 
reduction target. 

• The international framework 

• Opportunities for reducing emissions in Scotland and for the purchase 
of emissions reductions in the carbon market. 

Our recommendation for the UK was that an Interim target of 34% should be 
adopted until there is a global deal, with a more ambitious target of 42% 
adopted once a global deal has been reached. We also recommended that 
the Interim target should be met through domestic emissions reductions, 
which would prepare for meeting the more ambitious budget mainly through 
domestic emissions reductions possibly complemented through limited credit 
purchase. 
 
The evidence that we currently have does not suggest that Scotland should 
depart from this approach. We will, however, consider whether Scotland has 
additional low cost options for reducing emissions relative to the UK. If this 
were to be the case, then there could be an argument either that Scotland 
should aim to outperform the Interim budget, or set a higher level of ambition 
in legislation. 
 
 



The approach adopted in Scotland includes international aviation and 
shipping. Given that these sectors will not achieve a 34% cut by 2020, a 
higher required cut in other sectors to meet the economy wide average target. 
This makes the Scottish approach more ambitious than the UK approach, 
which requires a 34% cut in sectors excluding international aviation and 
shipping. I would therefore consider that an appropriate Scottish 2020 target 
could be set slightly below 34% to account for different treatments of 
international aviation under UK and Scottish approaches. 
 
UK Climate Projections 
 
These projections will be central to our work contributing to development of a 
UK Climate Change Risk Assessment via our new adaptation sub-committee.  
We will consider the implication of these projections for Scottish targets as 
you request. We would not expect, however, that targets should change in 
light of the new projections. The reason for this is that the projections are 
based on business as usual scenarios from the IPCC. We have already 
assessed these scenarios in the context of advising on the UK’s long term 
target, where we suggested a departure from business as usual. The 80% 
target is therefore designed to avoid the world as modelled in the UK Climate 
Projections. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you following the successful passing of the 
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill. 
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