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CLIMATE CHANGE (SCOTLAND) BILL
LETTER FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF T

J
E COMMITTEE ON CLIMATE

CHANGE AND OTHER MATTERS

Yesterday I received a letter from the Chief Executive of the Committee on Climate
Change responding to a recent requ~st which I m~de in relation to advice which the
Committee will be providing to us on :annual targ~ts to 2022. This contains important
observations on the appropriate level of the 2020] interim target. I enclose the letter at
Annex A and given its importance in tespect of thk Stage 3 debate of the Bill on
Wednesday 24 June, I have copied t~is letter anj the letter from the Chief Executive of
the Committee to all MSPs and SPICE.

I
The letter from the Chief Executive of the Commi~ee comments that, on the basis of
current evidence, Scotland should not depart frolthe approach adopted for the UK,
namely the adoption of a target of 34

1

% reduction by 2020, this being increased to 42% in
the event of a global deal. The letter1further note that the inclusion of international
aviation and shipping in the Scottish targets mea~s that higher cuts will be required in
other sectors to meet the targets, th~reby makinglthe achievement of Scotland's targets
more difficult than for the UK overall. I Accordingl~, the Chief Executive considers that an
appropriate 2020 target without a global deal could be slightly below 34%.

For information, officials have calculJted that the Inclusion of international aviation and
shipping in the Scottish target makes' the 2020 ta~get akin to a 35.5% target if the
Scottish Government had not includ~d these sectors.

Separately, you will be aware of the ~arliamentaJ Technical Briefing recently circulated
to all MSPs by WWF which suggested a target of more than 40% can be achieved. My
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officials advise that this briefing is in<;:orrecton two major points. On the basis of the
Delivery Plan, WWF have concluded that the deliVery of the non-traded sector measures
identified in the Delivery Plan for the IScottish 42~0 target would deliver over 37%
whereas in fact delivery of those measures, where the Scottish Government has
competency, would only deliver 36% savings.

I
Further, WWF advocate the purchase of international credits to cover any shortfall in the
delivery of the 40% target. However! the domestic effort provision in clause 7A of the Bill
requiring at least 80% of the annual reduction to be domestic abatement means that it
would be impossible for the Scottish :Government to buy sufficient credits to cover the
expected shortfall between the reduction expecte~ through implementation of the
measures in the Delivery Plan and the proposed to% target.

Even assuming 37% from domestic lbatement, Rurchasing the maximum number of
credits allowed by the Bill would only: deliver a 37l2% reduction, far short of the 40%
indicated. Officials have advised WiF of the flats in their calculations.

Finally, even if the Climate Change ~iII did allow for the purchase of international carbon
credits to bridge the gap between 361/0and 40%, Ithe cumulative cost of purchasing these
credits to 2020 (based on €20 or €50 per tonne of C02e) would be €300 - €800 million.

The Government believes that the t~~gets as currbnt'Y set out in the Climate Change Bill
are both ambitious and challenging but importantl1y,as set out in the Delivery Plan
published last week, deliverabl~~
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