
WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM FRIENDS OF THE EARTH SCOTLAND 
 
TICC Hearing on Proposed Scottish Climate Change Bill (SCCB) 
 
Advance note from Duncan McLaren, Friends of the Earth Scotland and Stop Climate Chaos Scotland. 
The notes below reflect key positions adopted by SCCS on which FoES has specific views or expertise. It 
is not a complete list of SCCS or FoES positions. 
 

1. The SCCB is the most important piece of legislation to come before Holyrood so far, and is very 
welcome. As it sets a framework for four decades of action we believe it is essential to get it as 
good as possible now. 

 
2. The objective of the Bill must be to play a fair role in preventing dangerous climate change 

(more than 2°C warming) by reducing Scotland’s emissions in a sustainable manner. 
 

3. The 2050 target of at least 80% is in line with current scientific advice, but may well need to be 
further tightened or achieved earlier. The advisory body must be empowered to advise of when 
and whether long term targets should be tightened.  

 
4. In setting annual targets Ministers should be subject to the ‘minimum floor’ of at least3% per 

annum from the beginning (including the 2010-2019 period), and also required to be compatible 
with a fair and safe cumulative budget to be identified by the advisory body. 

 
5. The interim target of at least 50% reductions should be met by 2020, not by 2030, to ensure 

early and rapid action in line with scientific advice, and deliver a fair and safe cumulative budget. 
 

6. For reasons of equity and sustainable economic development, a target should be imposed that at 
least 80% of the effort to reduce emissions on an annual basis must occur within Scotland, with 
international trading minimised. The net account must therefore be constrained to reflect this. It 
also needs parallel consumption accounting to ensure that Scottish emissions are not reduced 
by off-shoring economic activity. 

 
7. International aviation and shipping emissions should be included in Scotland’s account from 

the outset using existing Kyoto reporting methodologies, with powers to amend the methodology 
in line with international practice. 

 
8. The Bill should include the necessary enabling powers to provide effective financial incentives 

for delivery (such as a public sector climate fund) and provide clarity that access to the courts to 
ensure justiciability over targets and their delivery will follow the principles of the Arhus 
Convention. 

 
9. A duty on public bodies, to reduce emissions in line with national targets, and report 

appropriately, should be imposed and resourced from the outset. The Bill must ensure it is 
enforceable; and establish powers to amend it, or specify more detailed duties to help deliver 
targets.  

 
10. Energy efficiency measures should be placed within a statutory energy hierarchy which 

promotes sustainable energy management and supply, and the objectives of the action plan 
should be in line with those in the Housing (Scotland) Act – to ‘improve’ efficiency, not just 
‘promote’ it. The powers to regulate building improvements should be extended to all buildings, 
and include powers to require all identified recommendations to improve operational ratings.  

 
11. The Bill should include a requirement to take such steps as necessary to deliver sustainable 

supply of renewable heat. The definition of renewables should exclude mass-burn incineration 
technologies, and prioritise heat management, efficiency and biogas from anaerobic digestion, in 
line with an energy hierarchy.  

 
12. The waste management measures included in the Bill are all welcome, but fall short of a 

comprehensive approach to zero waste which would prioritise waste reduction, and seek to 
phase out incineration, and minimise energy-from-waste in preference to reuse and recycling 
which save more energy. 

 



13. The proposals for joint venturing by the forestry commission are welcome, but those on leasing 
the estate are of questionable value. Measures to maximise climate benefits from forestry and 
upland land-use should be addressed in an integrated manner in a land-use strategy for Scotland. 
The Bill could usefully require Ministers to bring forward such a strategy, compatible with the CCB 
targets. 
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