
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS 

 
The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) is the national body representing the 
voluntary sector. SCVO seeks to advance the values and shared interests of the voluntary sector. 
SCVO has a membership of over 1200 but also speaks on behalf of a much wider constituency of 
third sector organisations across Scotland. 
 
SCVO welcomes the introduction of the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill. SCVO is especially 
concerned that inequalities at the global, national and local levels exacerbate the damaging 
effects of climate change on those least able to cope with and adapt to them. This has direct 
implications for the provision of services by many SCVO members. 
 
As a prospective member of the Stop Climate Chaos Campaign (SCCS), SCVO supports the 
SCCS response (Annex I) to the call for views on the Bill by the Committee on Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change with respect to the specific questions raised. Further to this, 
however, SCVO would particularly like to echo the points made below in responses by the 
Church of Scotland (Annex II) and the Royal Society of Edinburgh (Annex III) and to draw the 
attention of the Committee to the significant role which the voluntary sector and community 
groups have in offering solutions to both the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change. 
 
“…it would be helpful for the legislation to embody a requirement for public bodies to engage with 
voluntary organisations in the delivery of this [public engagement] duty.” 
 
Written submission from Church of Scotland to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change 
Committee, para 11. 
 
 “Central and local government are crucial in providing leadership and setting the terms of that 
engagement, but non-governmental and voluntary bodies will need to energise civic society and 
promote individual and collective responsibility.” 
 
Written submission from Royal Society of Edinburgh to the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate 
Change Committee, para 23. 
 
The Climate Change (Scotland) Bill has set ambitious targets on emissions reductions, which are 
to be applauded. For behavioural change to occur on the scale required to meet these targets 
and, more importantly, for there to be a genuine reduction in overall CO2 emissions, individuals 
and communities must be thoroughly engaged in the process and an integral part of the solution: 
they will need to understand fully the reasons behind what will inevitably be the harsh realities of 
change and difficult policy decisions.  
 
The current iteration of the Bill fails to recognise properly the fundamental need for public 
involvement. 
 
The voluntary sector has the potential to play a central leadership role in facilitating behaviour 
change amongst communities across Scotland. 
 
SCVO believes that provision for the need for engagement to be incorporated in the Bill can be 
accommodated, as follows: 



 
Part 1 – Emissions Reduction Targets 
4 Setting annual targets 
 
Recognition of the opportunities which community groups and the public present as activists in 
addressing climate change and contributing to reduction targets is necessary.  When setting 
annual targets, in addition to those issues listed under 4 (a)-(h), it is proposed that Scottish 
Ministers should also have regard to the capacity and potential of a mobilised public to help 
achieve these. 
 
Part 2 – Advisory functions 
20 Scottish Committee on Climate Change + Schedule 1 
22 Advice on annual targets etc 
 
With reference to the establishment of a Scottish Climate Change Committee, it is important that 
representation of the third sector be included on the Committee to ensure that the role of the 
sector as a contributor to solutions is recognised in advice to Ministers. Such representation 
would be relevant, for example, with respect to 22 
 
(3) (c), i.e. the sectors of the Scottish economy in which there are particular opportunities for 
contributions to be made towards meeting the targets through reductions in emissions of 
greenhouse gases; and would acknowledge that such opportunities extend beyond the confines 
of ‘the economy’. 
 
Part 4 – Duties of public bodies relating to climate change 
36 Duties of public bodies relating to climate change 
 
There is specific need within the Bill for commitment by the Scottish Government actively to 
engage with communities in the promotion of understanding climate change and the implications 
of the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill, i.e. to explain the scale of the problem and the necessity 
for targets, what these targets are and how they are to be achieved. It is proposed that included 
in the duties of public bodies is a binding commitment to engage with communities and the 
general public on promotion of the objectives of the Bill. 
 
Part 4 – Duties of public bodies relating to climate change 
38 Reporting on climate change duties 
 
Following on from the previous point, Ministers’ duties on reporting under the Bill should therefore 
incorporate reporting on the extent and effectiveness of engagement with the public, as proposed 
above. 
 
Background to the role of the voluntary sector 
 
It will only be with concerted and collective effort that the issue of climate change can be 
addressed and we believe that this is dependent on action at ground level by an informed and 
engaged public. With appropriate support, the voluntary sector is well placed to complement this 
effort and to help mobilise communities and individuals in responding to the challenge of climate 
change. A number of voluntary organisations have developed experience and are already dealing 
with the consequences of climate change. 



 
SCVO recognises that the effects of climate change in Scotland will affect the poorest most 
acutely. The impact of rising fuel prices and concomitant increases in fuel poverty already bear 
this out. It will be Scottish communities which experience the impacts of climate change most 
directly and it must therefore be those same communities which need to be empowered to be a 
focus for mitigation and, especially, adaptation efforts. Through its wide membership, SCVO is 
positioned to support communities to respond to climate-induced events and anticipate future 
needs. 
 
There is a range of examples across Scotland in which the voluntary sector has embarked on 
initiatives which, whether or not it is their primary objective, contribute to mitigation efforts and 
progress towards a low carbon society. These include community renewable energy projects, re-
use and recycling initiatives, and cooperative transport schemes. They are inspired by a diversity 
of individuals, voluntary organisations, community and faith groups, and social enterprises. They 
are not isolated cases and reflect a growing willingness amongst the public to act. Despite this, 
the level of understanding amongst the public overall of the relevance of climate change and of 
the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill in particular, appears to be low. Further, there is an 
assumption that, for example, when an extreme weather event occurs, it is the public authorities 
who will come to the rescue. If predictions about climate change are to be believed, the frequency 
and extent of such events in future mean that it will be vital for communities themselves to 
understand the risks involved and to build up resilience to the associated dangers. Again, the 
voluntary sector can make a positive contribution to working with communities to strengthen their 
ability to adjust to changing conditions. 
 
SCVO strongly believes that recognition of the role of the public and the capacity of the voluntary 
sector working with communities should be included in this extremely important piece of 
legislation to ensure that efforts to address climate change are maximised across society. 
 
 
Annex I – Written submission from Stop Climate Chaos Scotland to the 
Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
 
Annex II – Written submission from Church of Scotland to the Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
 
Annex III – Written submission from Royal Society of Edinburgh to the Transport, 
Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/inquiries/documents/WRITTENSUBMISSIONFROMSTOPCLIMATECHAOSSCOTLAND.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/inquiries/documents/WRITTENSUBMISSIONFROMCHURCHOFSCOTLAND.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/inquiries/documents/WRITTENSUBMISSIONFROMROYALSOCIETYOFEDINBURGH.pdf

