
 

 

 
 
 

TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE  
 

Work Programme  
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
1. At its meeting on 8 September 2009, the Transport, Infrastructure and 

Climate Committee agreed the following work programme.  This document 
will be regularly updated to reflect the ongoing work of the Committee. 

 
LEGISLATION  
 
2. The Committee does not expect to be designated as the lead committee 

for the scrutiny of primary legislation in the period leading up to the 2010 
summer recess. 

 
3. The Committee will, however, monitor the passage of the proposed Forth 

Replacement Crossing Hybrid Bill, which is likely to be introduced in 
November 2009.  As agreed by the Parliament on 25 June 2009, the lead 
committee on such Hybrid Bills will be constituted specifically for the 
purpose.  Following the introduction of the Hybrid Bill, the Committee will 
consider whether it contains any proposals on which it would wish to 
report to the lead committee. 

 
4. A watching brief will also be maintained on the progress of the Proposed 

Regulation of Bus Services (Scotland) Bill which has been proposed by 
Charlie Gordon MSP.  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
5. The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 received Royal Assent on 4 

August 2009. It sets out a framework to reduce Scotland's greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 80% by the year 2050. 

 
6. There will be significant ongoing implications for the Committee’s workload 

in scrutinising various pieces of secondary legislation and reports to be 
brought forward by the Scottish Government under the statutory 
framework set out in the 2009 Act.   

 
7. The Committee is also expected to consider the Draft Order for the 

Carbon Reduction Commitment.  This Order will make the first emissions 
trading scheme created under the powers set out in the UK Climate 
Change Act 2008 and will place obligations on organisations from April 
2010. 

 
8. In addition, the Committee intends to hold a round table evidence session 

with trade union representatives on the issue of “green jobs and green 
workplaces”.  It is expected that this session will take place in October 
2009. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-09/tr09-1801.htm
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/forth-replacement-crossing
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/forth-replacement-crossing
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/RegulationBusServicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/RegulationBusServicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/17-ClimateChange/index.htm
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9. 

Conference which will take place in Copenhagen in December 
2009.   

QUIRIES 

10. 

tee’s approach to the inquiry will appear on its web 
pages in due course. 

11. 

 the Scottish Government, local authorities and other public 
bodies.  

12. 

ed by the RTPs are being 
developed in transport infrastructure terms.  

RANSPORT ISSUES 

orth Replacement Crossing 

13. 

public-transport crossing as part of a managed crossing 
strategy.  

14. 

Scotland officials leading the project at its 
meeting on 23 June 2009. 

15. 

 
The Committee will continue to monitor closely the implementation of 
climate change legislation by both the Scottish and UK Governments.  It 
will also maintain a close interest in international climate change policy 
development, including the outcomes from the United Nations Climate 
Change 

 
IN
 

The Committee intends to undertake an inquiry into the development of 
sustainable and active travel in Scotland.  It is expected that the 
Committee will gather evidence between September and end-December 
2009, with a view to producing an inquiry report early in 2010.  Further 
details of the Commit

 
It is also the Committee’s intention to conduct an inquiry in 2010 into the 
interface between land use planning and other policy areas with transport, 
particularly when development and infrastructure decisions are being 
taken by

 
It is also anticipated that, prior to the end of the current parliamentary 
session, the Committee will examine the operation and effectiveness of 
Regional Transport Partnerships in Scotland following their introduction 
under the Transport (Scotland) Act 2005.  This inquiry will include an 
overview of how each of the areas serv

 
T
 
F
 

The Committee has maintained an ongoing interest in the Forth 
replacement crossing project. In announcing on 10 December 2008,that 
the new crossing would be a single-span bridge, the Minister for 
Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change told the Parliament that the 
existing bridge would be retained, alongside the new bridge, as a 
dedicated 

 
The Committee took evidence on the Forth replacement crossing during 
an evidence session with the Minister at its meeting on 16 December 2008 
on the Strategic Transport Projects Review.  The Committee also took 
evidence from Transport 

 
Given the significance of this project, the Committee will continue to 
closely monitor its development and will identify appropriate opportunities 
to engage with Ministers, Transport Scotland officials and relevant 
interested organisations at regular intervals.  As mentioned at paragraph 3 

http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2005/asp_20050012_en_1
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/forth-replacement-crossing
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/forth-replacement-crossing
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor1210-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-08/or-08/tr08-2501.htm
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above, the Committee will also monitor the progress of the proposed Forth 
t Crossing Hybrid Bill 

 
16. 

hrough the 
development of a high-speed rail network linking Scotland with major 

 
17. 

 Government’s response, was the subject of a 
debate in the Chamber on 22 April 2009. Further information about the 

 
18. 

 as part of the High Speed 2 report to the UK 
Government on the feasibility of the development of high speed rail 

 
9. It is expected that the Committee will revisit this issue following the 

 
20. ojects in Scotland which are 

either under construction, authorised but awaiting construction, or at an 
velopment. These include: 

 

ommendations to Scottish 
Ministers on 30 June 2009.  Scottish Ministers are yet to announce their 

 
Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link: Construction progressing on site.  The line is 

 

interchange is currently underway, with 
Network Rail due to submit a planning application for the development in 

 

11 to spring 2012.  Dispute between tram 
promoters (TIE) and main contractors (BSC Consortium) is proceeding to 

 

 approved through a 

Replacemen
 
High speed rail 

In 2008-09, the Committee conducted an inquiry to identify the potential 
economic and environmental benefits to be gained t

English conurbations, London and Europe via High Speed 1.  

The Committee published its report of its inquiry on 27 February 2009 and 
this, along with the Scottish

inquiry can be found here. 

The Committee met with Lord Adonis, the UK Transport Minister, on 23 
April 2009 and with Sir Davis Rowlands of High Speed 2 on 30 April, to 
discuss the Committee’s report and request that the Committee’s views be 
taken into account

services in the UK. 

1
publication of the High Speed 2 report. 

 
Other current and proposed transport projects 

There are a wide range of major transport pr

earlier stage of de

Current projects 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route: Public local inquiry is complete.  
The Reporters submitted their report and rec

decision on whether the AWPR will go ahead. 

due to open in late 2010. 

Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (EARL): Project cancelled and replaced 
with rail/tram interchange on the Edinburgh-Fife railway line at Gogar.  
Public consultation on this 

October/November this year. 

Edinburgh Trams: Construction progressing on site. Opening date of the 
line has slipped from 20

formal dispute resolution. 

Edinburgh Waverley Station improvements: Main infrastructure works 
completed.  Upgrade of Waverley Steps will be

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/reports-09/trr09-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/inquiries/documents/LettertoPHarvie.Railreportresponse.pdf
http://www.hs2.org.uk/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/
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Transport and Works Act Order, the first of its kind in Scotland.  Network 

 
railway 

between Glasgow Central and Paisley Gilmour Street continues.  The 

 
M74 Completion: Construction progressing on site.  The M74 extension is 

 
averley Railway: Tender for the construction of the Waverley Railway is 

l estimated opening date still “end of 2013”. 

tee has agreed to monitor progress in 
lation to these projects and to engage with Ministers and relevant 

kly on these improvements following the completion 
of formal approval processes.  The work is estimated to cost between 

 

e rail 
services. The project is at the earliest possible stages of conception, 

een identified as a possibility during the STPR process. 

 
21. 

t was debated in Parliament on 10 
September 2008, following receipt of the Scottish Government’s formal 

 
22. g 

arrangements for ferry services in Scotland. It is anticipated that the 
Committee will consider the outcome of this investigation in due course. 

Rail has applied to Scottish Ministers for this order. 

Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL): Work to upgrade the existing 

tender for the construction of the airport branch line is yet to be let. 

due to open during 2011. 

W
still to be let.  Officia
 
Proposed projects 
West of Scotland Rail Enhancements: Originally identified by the 
Strategic Transport Projects Review, and subsequently included as a 
National Development in NPF2 the West of Scotland Rail Enhancement 
scheme is at the very earliest stages of development.  The scheme will 
involve increased terminal station capacity in Glasgow and improved rail 
infrastructure in Glasgow, the Clyde Valley and Renfrewshire.  No further 
detail, e.g. costs, timescales or a detailed programme of works, is 
available at present. The Commit
re
interested parties as appropriate.  
 
A82 improvements: The STPR included a commitment to the 
improvement of the A82 which links Glasgow and Oban. This would 
involve carriageway widening and other improvements at selected points 
along the route.  The proposals are based on the route action plan for the 
A82, which has been the subject of a STAG appraisal.  Work can be 
started relatively quic

£100m and £250m.  

Inverkeithing to Halbeath Railway Line: This project would involve the 
construction of a double track railway linking existing rail lines at 
Inverkeithing and Halbeath, and would shorten the distance for trains 
running between Edinburgh and Perth and allow for a re-cast of Fif

having first b
 
Ferry Services  

In 2007-08, the Committee undertook a major inquiry into ferry services in 
Scotland.  The Committee published its report at the end of June 2008, in 
time to feed into the Government’s current review of ferry services in 
Scotland. The Committee’s repor

response to its recommendations.  

A formal EU investigation is currently underway into the tenderin

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/strategic-transport-projects-review
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/12/12093953/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/reports-08/trr08-04.htm
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oad safety 

23. 

 Committee has 
agreed to monitor developments in relation to this work. 

oads Maintenance 

24. 

nce session with the Commissioner to discuss the contents 
of his report. 

ir Discount Scheme 

25. 

f the scheme, with a view to reviewing whether to continue 
its operation.  

26. 

The Committee will continue to monitor 
developments in this area. 

FRASTRUCTURE ISSUES 

27. 
o the provision and maintenance of water and 

drainage infrastructure.  

28. 

n published for consultation by Water 
Industry Commission for Scotland.   

THER ISSUES 

udget process 

29. 
overnment’s 

Draft Budget annually and report to the Finance Committee.  
 

 
R
 

The Scottish Government’s 10 year strategy on road safety for Scotland 
was published in June 2009. The Committee took evidence from the 
Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change on the Road 
Safety Strategy at its meeting on 23 June 2009. The

 
R
 

In August 2009, the Scottish Road Works Commissioner published a 
report highlighting several concerns about the management of road 
repairs and roads maintenance in Scotland. The Committee has agreed to 
hold an evide

 
A
 

The Air Discount Scheme offers permanent residents of some islands off 
the north and west coasts of Scotland, a 40% discount on air fares on 
eligible routes to Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness. The 
Scottish Government appointed consultants to investigate the 
effectiveness o

 
In January 2008, in response to a Parliamentary Question, the Minister 
stated that following their review, the Scottish Government will now seek 
the agreement of the European Commission for continuation of the Air 
Discount Scheme (ADS) from 1 April 2008 for another three years at the 
existing discount rate. 

 
IN
 
Scottish Water 

The Committee has responsibility for scrutinising the activities of Scottish 
Water as these relate t

At its meeting on 8 September 2009, the Committee took evidence from 
Scottish Water on its Annual Report and Accounts 2008-09.  In addition, 
the Committee intends to take evidence on the draft determination for the 
next regulatory period which has bee

O
 
B
 

Subject committees, including the Transport, Infrastructure and Climate 
Change Committee, are required to scrutinise the Scottish G

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/06/19135601/0
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-09/tr09-1701.htm
http://www.roadworksscotland.gov.uk/Publications/AnnualReports.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/01/08104521
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/01/08104521
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-09/tr09-1801.htm
http://intranet.scottishwater.co.uk/portal/page/portal/SWE_PGP_NEWS/0609%20-%20June%202009/NEWS_JUN09_REP/Scottish%20Water%20Annual%20Report%202008-09.pdf
http://www.watercommission.co.uk/UserFiles/Documents/WICS%20DraftDetermination_1.pdf
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30. The Committee’s forthcoming scrutiny of the Draft Budget 2010-11 will 
have as its main focus the transport element of the budget, coupled with 
some work on carbon accounting, which will be piloted in the budget 
documents.  

 
Scottish Government performance on sustainable development 
 
31. At its meeting on 5 May 2009, the Committee took evidence from the 

Sustainable Development Commission on its 2nd assessment of the 
Scottish Government’s performance on sustainable development.  The 
Committee intends to take further evidence from the Commission following 
publication of both its assessment of the Strategic Transport Projects 
Review and its 3rd assessment of the Scottish Government’s performance 
towards the end of 2009. 

 
Subordinate legislation scrutiny 
 
32. The Committee will continue to scrutinise subordinate legislation referred 

to it for consideration. 
 
Public Petitions 
 
33. The Committee will also allow time for consideration of any public petitions 

formally referred to it. It is for the Committee to decide on what, if any, 
action to take in relation to public petitions, such as including consideration 
of issues raised in committee inquiries or examining them as part of wider 
committee reviews or scrutiny of legislation. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ticc/or-09/tr09-1201.htm

