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Following my appearance before the Committee on 21 September, I made a commitment to
follow up on a number of points and to respond to specific requests from Committee
members for further information.

I now enclose at Annex A extracts from the Official Report of the discussion, together with
responses to the issues raised in relation to the Bus Service Operators Grant, the newly
merged Transport Scotland, Scottish Government air travel and the rewetting of peatlands -
on which, I have also written separately to Mr Gibson.

I hope that this addresses the points raised by the Committee. Please do not hesitate to
contact me should you require any further clarification.
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1

Col3276

Jackson Carlaw: I appreciate that, and I appreciate that we are not seeking to go into those
bigger issues, but, in essence, the Government's response to the independent budget review
was to say that it has renegotiated the overall terms of reference of the scheme. In practice,
the sum of money that will be saved is modest relative to the amount that would be saved
under the other options that the independent budget review canvassed.

John Swinney: The figure that I gave the committee is a net figure that is based on the
renegotiation of the reimbursement rate and an increase in the bus service operators grant
to take into account various factors such as the increases in the cost of fuel, which is one of
the key drivers of the grant. I would have to check the numbers, but my recollection is that
the number that is generated purely and simply by the change to the reimbursement rate is
about £12 million or £13 million.

Following discussions between the SG and the Confederation of Passenger Transport
(CPT), agreement was reached earlier this year to a revised BSOG budget of £66.5m for the
next three financial years, commencing 1 April 2010.

2

Col3289

The Convener: Are you able to give us an update on the proposed merger of Transport
Scotland and the transport directorate? We have discussed the matter before, but we have
not heard much about it since that discussion.

John Swinney: The merger of Transport Scotland and the transport directorate took final
effect on 1 August and David Middleton is now responsible for all combined areas of
transport policy strategy and operational development in the Government. The merger is
giving good focus to our transport work and I expect it into the bargain to deliver operational
efficiencies and to allow us to take an integrated look at all the transport challenges. The
process has worked well, but I will as time elapses be happy to update the committee and
give guidance and feedback on the practical benefits of what has happened.

The merger of Transport Scotland and the Transport Directorate took effect from August
2010 and was designed to achieve better integration across a single organisation. The
Transport Scotland branding has been retained to maintain consistency with stakeholders
and the general public. The internal processes for achieving better integration are making
good progress although we are still at an early stage in managing those changes. As we
make further progress we will be happy to provide a further update for the Committee.
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Col3290

Just yesterday, I came across some information about the volume of Government air travel. I
will make that available to the committee, as it shows a substantial reduction. I am happy to
say that it also demonstrates a significant reduction in the cost to the Government of first-
class rail travel, particularly between the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow-I cannot quite
comprehend that as a concept. The information provides encouraging news about the
reduction in the number of journeys.

Some of the flights relate to an international body in which Transport Scotland plays a part.
Membership of that organisation has resulted in a major international conference of that
organisation coming to Glasgow for the next three years, which will bring 400 to 500
delegates to Glasgow. I suppose that there will be various FOI requests to all their host
authorities.

I entirely accept that it is important that we limit air travel. Transport Scotland also accepts
that,

and I am confident that arrangements are in place to do that. As I have said, I will share with
the committee the information on the Government's air travel, which I hope it will appreciate.

The total cost of Air Travel for the core Scotish Government reduced by £373,304 or 18% in
the 12 month period July 2009-June 2010 compared to the 12 month period July 2008 -
June 2009.

The total cost of the more expensive fully flexible air ticket options reduced by £115,717 or
around 60% in the 12 month period July 2009-June 2010 compared to the 12 month period
July 2008-June 2009.

4

Col3294

Rob Gibson: I will follow up on two aspects. First, you mention that the SRDP is available
for the rewetting of peatlands. Are you satisfied that the routes for land managers to access
the SRDP for this purpose are as direct as possible? It has been suggested to me that
sometimes people have to try to get at peatland rewetting via forestry development, which is
of course the exact opposite of what is happening in the flow country. Have you looked at
routes into the SRDP closely?

John Swinney: I would need to write to Mr Gibson with a view from Richard Lochhead's
team. I can certainly say that I know that the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the
Environment is anxious to ensure that routes into the SRDP are as clear and straightforward
as possible. I know that he has spent a great deal of time engaging with different sectoral
interests to ensure that he properly captures that principle in all that is being done. I give an
undertaking to write to the convener with a view from Mr Lochhead on that question.
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In the Rural Priorities part of the SRDP there are several options which can be used for
peatland restoration, such as

• create, restore and manage Wetland;

• management/restoration of Lowland Raised Bogs; and

• wildlife management on Uplands and Peatlands.

Among the capital items that may be funded under these options are peat dams and ditch-
blocking.

These options typically have several objectives, for instance, to:

• protect and enhance wildlife and biodiversity;

• protect and manage fragile upland soils;

• support the achievement of good water status by reducing upland soil erosion; and

• mitigate greenhouse gas emissions by maintaining and enhancing upland vegetation
that forms peat soils and acts as a natural carbon store.

The Rural Priorities (RP) is a competitive scheme. It is essential that proposals for public
funding should be subjected to assessment and shown to be of substantial public value.

The Scottish Government has some data on the effectiveness of peatland restoration
schemes, such as those in the Flow Country. Peatland restoration can be complex, and the
effects of restoration on GHG emissions are dependent on several factors.

Proposals for peatland restoration can thus be put forward for funding under the SRDP.
They will be assessed for their benefits, including avoiding future GHG emissions from
damaged peatlands. This assessment is carried out by the Regional Proposal Assessment
Committee (RPAC) for the area concerned.
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