
SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM LIVING STREETS SCOTLAND 
 
Does pressure for ‘unsustainable housing development’ exist in countries such as Netherlands, 
Germany or Denmark, as it does in Scotland? 
While there is a danger of generalisation, it seems fair to say that there are often similar pressures for 
unsustainable housing development in countries like Netherlands as exist in Scotland. However, some 
councils such as Groningen have been absolute in maintaining a ‘compact city’ policy while the national 
Dutch planning system also operates in a very different fashion, with less flexibility in decision making for 
local councils, and has done so for many decades. This at least partially accounts for the different patterns of 
land use seen in the two countries. There are certainly similar societal trends in both countries, such as 
towards smaller households, which create similar housing demand. 
 
Groningen 
Since the early 1970s maintaining a compact city has been viewed as a ‘red line issue’ of planning and 
transport policy in the municipality of Groningen. For example, Niek Verdonk, former director of the local 
authority department of city development, construction and living once stated: “Coincidence, aptitude and 
good luck are not the only, and certainly not the first success factors of the spatial shaping of Groningen. It 
rather is passion; a basic attitude sometimes labelled as obstinate by discussion partners during verbal 
contest about right and wrong in housing construction. It is this attitude that is the basis of spatial planning in 
the city of Groningen.” 
 
Dutch planning policy 
Central government has been in control of planning policy to a far greater extent than happens in Scotland 
and has used this power to attempt to limit ‘urban sprawl’ development. For example, the 1966 National 
Planning Memorandum had a concept of ‘collected deconcentration’ that aimed to control suburbanisation. 
The third Planning Memorandum, developed during the period 1973-78, took this concept and aimed to limit 
suburban growth to a small number of ‘growth centres’ It should be noted that the fifth memorandum from 
2003 has began to give Dutch local authorities more control over planning.  
 
Sources for further information: 
The above should be seen as a very brief answer to what is a major question. Sources for further information 
include the below: 
  
A Compact City and a Better Balance: New Flexibility in Dutch Planning Provides a Model 
for Balanced Development; Ladd Schiess; NEURUS 2006-2007 academic paper 
 
Continuous and integral: The cycling policies of Groningen and other European cycling cities; 
Dutch Fietsberaad (Bicycle Council), April 2006 


