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Thank you for your letter of 17 November detailing the outstanding questions from the
Committee's meeting on 11 November. I would respond as follows:

Energy Efficiency

When will Scottish Ministers produce the first energy efficiency plan and what will the
reporting mechanisms be?

Scottish Ministers anticipate publishing an energy efficiency and microgeneration action
plan in 2009. This plan will provide an overview of the actions already being taken by the
Scottish Government and will detail new activity planned. It will be informed by the recent
consultation on proposals for improving the energy performance of existing non-domestic
buildings (http://www.scotland.qov.uk/Publications/2008/08/15155233/0) which
concluded on 24 November 2008 and by the proposed consultation in 2009 on energy
efficiency in existing housing.

The Scottish Government will report annually on progress against the action plan, and
this report will be laid in the parliament. It is envisaged that the plan will include relevant
milestones, targets and carbon savings from the actions contained within it and it will be
reviewed and revised at least every three years.

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
www.scotland.gov .uk I1'.·VESTOR IX PEOPLH

mailto:scottish.ministers@scotland.gsLgov.uk
http://www.scotland.qov.uk/Publications/2008/08/15155233/0
http://www.scotland.gov


Waste reduction and recycling

What types of measures will Scottish Ministers introduce to reduce waste and encourage
recycling?

An indication of the type of measures the Scottish Government proposes to introduce to
reduce waste and encourage recycling can be found in the consultation paper on
Potential Legislative Measures to Implement Zero Waste which was launched on 28 July
2008 and concluded on 6 October:
(http://www.scotland .QOv.uk/Publications/2008/07 /24155248/0).

This paper canvassed taking powers to make regulations to:-

• put a duty on public bodies and businesses to provide recycling facilities;
• establish targets for packaging reduction;
• specify recyclate in procurement contracts;
• draw up waste prevention plans;
• establish a deposit and return scheme;
• require waste data returns; and
• establish charges on carrier bags.

The waste-related provisions in the Bill will derive from some or all of these proposals. It
is important to emphasise that the consultation paper did not set out fully-formed
schemes in any of these categories: the proposals it discussed were to take powers to
make regulations following further policy development and consultation with interested
parties.

Power to vary dates on which muirburn can be carried out

Why has it taken a consultation on a climate change bill for issues to be highlighted
surrounding when muirburn can take place?

The Scottish Government's response to the consultation noted that a number of
responses to the Scottish Climate Change Bill consultation had made the suggestion that
there should be greater flexibility in the timing of the muirburn season in order to adapt to
changing weather patterns. A separate consultation on the different options for muirburn
was launched on 25 August 2008
(http://www.scotland.Qov.uk/Publications/2008/08/Muirburn).This concluded on 17
November and the responses are currently being analysed. We will provide the
Committee with a report on the consultation as soon as possible.

Improving the energy performance of existing non-domestic buildings

Is the Scottish Government able to provide details at this stage of the types of measures
that may be included in the Bill on the energy performance of existing non-domestic
buildings?

A consultation on the energy performance of existing non-domestic buildings
(http://www.scotland.Qov.uk/Publications/2008/08/15155233/0) was launched on 2
September 2008. This consultation concluded on 25 November and its responses are
currently being analysed. The options considered in the consultation will inform the Bill
provisions and include:
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• Extending the scope of energy performance certificates into assessment of carbon
and energy performance (ACEP) to take account of operational ratings as well as
asset ratings and also embodied energy/carbon when a robust methodology is
available to address the issue of historic and traditional buildings. This includes
varying the lifespan of such assessments/certificates;

• Requiring owners or their delegated persons to obtain ACEPs (even though they are
not selling or renting out their buildings);

• Requiring owners of non-domestic buildings to formulate action plans for building work
arising from the advice on their ACEPs and encouraging them to implement their
action plans;

• Developing appropriate standards for such building work e.g. energy efficient lighting,
roof space insulation or sub-metering; and

• Empowering local authorities, or similar public bodies, to check ACEPs.

Renewable heat

Which enabling powers will the Bill contain to promote and incentivise the generation of
heat from renewable sources?

The Scottish Government is currently consulting on a Renewable Energy Framework
(http://www.scotland.qov.uk/Publications/2008/11/05115324/0). This consultation
concludes on 1 December and contains a section on renewable heat, including a
Scottish action plan on renewable heat. The consultation is seeking views on what more
could be done to encourage renewable heat deployment and the responses will help
inform what other steps Scottish Ministers may consider appropriate to promote the take-
up of heat from renewable sources.

Scotland's forest estate

Why has it taken so long for the Scottish Government to seek views on the forestry
sector?

Our understanding of climate change mitigation measures (and their relative cost-
effectiveness) is increasing all the time. The recently published report by AEA on
Mitigating Against Climate Change in Scotland: Identification and Initial Assessment of
Policy Options (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/11/1 91421 02/0) identified
increasing forest area as a high priority policy, in terms of its likely abatement potential
and its likely cost-effectiveness. It is important that we incorporate the results of such
findings into our policies for mitigating climate change. As our forestry consultation paper
(http://www.scotland .qov. uk/Publications/2008/11 /ci imate-chanqe-forestrv) explai ns,
there is a need to find new ways to stimulate further, accelerated planting in order to take
advantage of this opportunity; and the consultation paper proposes measures aimed at
releasing funds from the national forest estate in order to achieve this.
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Technical Note

I can confirm a technical note will be provided for the Committee detailing the thinking
behind the planned emission reductions and trajectories. Our intention is to submit this to
the Committee in early December.

I do hope this is helpful.
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