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Dear Patrick
After the Parliamentary vote on the Annual Targets (Scotland) Order I committed to convene
a short-life working group to look at the issues. This letter provides further details of my
proposals for that group's operation.
A proposed remit for this group is attached as an annex. You will see that my intention is
that the group is chaired by Mike Robinson, who will be well known to you as the Chair of
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland. I will be a member of the group and each political group in
the Scottish Parliament is being asked to nominate a member. Further consideration is
being given to the appropriate role for the Committee on Climate Change.
The group's role will be to consider the proposed targets for 2011 and 2012 and to make
proposals which could reduce emissions in that period. Clearly, any such proposals will
have to be deliverable within existing budgets. Full consideration will have to be given to the
carbon and financial costs and benefits, and their profile.
My proposal is that the group complete its consideration and provide me with a report by the
end of the first week in September, after which I will introduce a new Order. I should stress
that consideration by the working group is additional to normal Parliamentary processes full scrutiny by the Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee and Parliament
will take place (subject, of course, to Parliament's wishes).
In view of these proposals, it would not seem appropriate to publish the Energy Efficiency
Action Plan before the summer recess as had been planned. We would now propose to
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ANNEX: PROPOSED REMIT AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS
Remit
To review the scope for revising the targets proposed for 2011 and 2012 taking account of:
•
The rationale and methodology behind the Climate Change Committee projections
and advice.
•
The range of possible actions to reduce emissions within current existing budgets.
Considerations should include:
o The associated profile of greenhouse gas emissions, including any up-front
carbon costs and the timeframe over which emissions would fall.
o The associated financial costs.
o The deliverability of any such targets.
To report to the Minster for Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change by the end of the
first week after summer recess (week beginning 6 September).
Membership
It is proposed that Mike Robinson (Chair of Stop Climate Chaos Scotland) chair the group
and that all political groups in the Scottish Parliament be asked to nominate a representative.
The Minster for Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change will also be a member.
The Committee on Climate Change will be asked to participate - the appropriate form of
input is the subject of further consideration.
Additional arranqements
Consideration by the working group is additional to normal Parliamentary processes - full
scrutiny by the Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee and Parliament will
take place (subject to Parliament's wishes).
At the end of its deliberations papers and notes of meetings would be put in the public
domain.
Members of the Scottish Government's Climate Change Division will perform a secretariat
function for the group.
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