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At the Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee on
21 September you asked me about the support that is available through the
Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) in support of peatland
restoration.

I have taken advice from the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the
Environment. In the Rural Priorities part of the SRDP there are several
options that can be used for peatland restoration, such as:

• create, restore and manage Wetland;
• managemenUrestoration of Lowland Raised Bogs; and
• wildlife management on Uplands and Peatlands.

Among the capital items which may be funded under these options are peat
dams and ditch-blocking.

These options typically have several objectives, for instance, to:

• protect and enhance wildlife and biodiversity;
• protect and manage fragile upland soils;
• support the achievement of good water status by reducing upland soil

erosion; and
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o mitigate greenhouse gas emissions by maintaining and enhancing
upland vegetation that forms peat soils and acts as a natural carbon
store.

As you know, Rural Priorities (RP) is a competitive scheme. It is essential
that proposals for public funding should be subjected to assessment and
shown to be of substantial public value.

We have some data on the effectiveness of peatland restoration schemes,
such as those in the Flow Country. Peatland restoration can be complex, and
the effects of restoration on GHG emissions are dependent on several factors.

Proposals for peatland restoration can thus be put forward for funding under
the SRDP. They will be assessed for their benefits, including avoiding future
GHG emissions from damaged peatlands. This assessment is carried out by
the Regional Proposal Assessment Committee (RPAC) for the area
concerned.

I hope that this answers the question on the mechanics of public funding
through the SRDP.
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JOHN SWINNEY
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