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I first of all have to state that I agree with the principles of the Scottish 
Government on Climate Change.  We all have a duty to reduce, recycle and 
reuse and lower our Carbon emissions. 
 
I DO NOT agree with the proposal to lease (practically SELL OFF) forestry land 
and timber.  I find this really strange on the concept of a 'Nationalistic 
Government' "selling off" the land to private and foreign companies.  The 
Forestry Commission (FC) land holdings and operations are funded from the 
public purse, not just from Scotland but from all the UK.  Has the question been 
put the people of these other countries concerning the loss of land which they 
fund? 
 
The Forestry Commission has been in existence for ninety years and in that time 
has seen many changes and developments, this is by far the most draconian to 
date.  The outcome could be the loss of employment for 100s of people and in a 
rural economy, devastating.  The UK forest industry is seen by many 
organisation across the globe as a leader in forest management, land 
management, conservation, environmental protection and recreation it would be 
a great loss to the people of this country to lose that recognition. 
 
Having had some time to consider the Governments proposals I strongly feel that 
changing the forestry act would permit the (FC) to enter into joint venture 
agreements with the major energy companies and businesses that would benefit 
the whole country and still help to reduce carbon emissions. 
 
The FC has land and facilities that could be developed in partnership with private 
companies to generate income, create employment and be sustainable.  Hydro 
power, wind power and bio power ventures are just a few that spring to mind. 
 
In Scandinavia the use of Bio fuel is one area where joint venture investment has 
been successful.  Local power plants, constructed by private companies or the 
state purchase the fuel from the forestry companies (both private and state 
owned) and sell the energy to the local communities.  Everyone involved with the 
supply of the energy is being financially compensated. 
 
We all know the potential financial returns from large scale hydro electric power 
schemes. However; small hydro power plants located within FC land generating 
energy to supply to local communities or the national grid could be just as 
profitable?  
 



Kielder forest in North England is a good example of partnership working.  The 
dam was constructed in the early 80s to supply power to the Consett Steel 
Works.  With the steel works closing the water and potential energy was not 
required.  Investigation and partnership working with several companies and 
organisations, including the FC and local council has seen the area prosper from 
energy being fed into the national grid and an expansion of recreation facilities 
around the dam. Which is creating employment, revenue to the local and national 
purse.  
 
I see no reason why the Forestry Commission, Scotland (Government) cannot 
enter into these type of ventures with the power supply companies, instead of 
selling the 'family jewels' (cheaply I may add) to create a fast but short term 
answer to our current financial problems. Which has nothing to do with Climate 
Change of Carbon Reduction!! 
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