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Please register my wish to see the whole of section 59 of the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Bill removed from this proposal. 
  
Should we get rid of single use carrier bags as the Government is 
encouraging us to do or they will introduce legislation to charge the public for 
free bags?  Just what do they expect us to use to transport retail purchases 
from shop to home?  They want us to use alternative reusable bags which 
they erroneously believe will help the environment, yet all give cause for 
environmental concern. 
  
Heavyweight plastic carrier bags have always been available, but are limited 
in their reuse. If blood from meat or fish taint the insides then the bag should 
be discarded or the risk of cross infection on reuse becomes prevalent. 
Similarly bleach, soap powder or milk spills render the bags hygienically 
suspect and discarding such spoiled bags is the only safe option. 
  
Degradable lightweight bags are simply not acceptable to environmentalists 
as they are made from over 90% polyethylene which is easily recyclable but if 
the 4% degrading additive is added, then the plastic is lost to the world 
forever, In these days of recycling this is socially unacceptable. 
  
Bio-degradable bags are not currently strong enough or economically viable 
and are not socially acceptable when you have to grow food to make them 
with over 25% of the world’s population going to bed hungry. We have, within 
the last three months seen food riots in various parts of the undeveloped 
world due to food prices increasing dramatically as corn and other food is 
used to produce ethanol for motor fuels. 
 
Woven polypropylene and non woven polypropylene bags now prevalent in 
our supermarkets are actually both plastic bags and whilst sturdy, are both 
internally absorbent for all spills mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 
Additionally non woven polypropylene bags are externally and internally 
absorbent and this able to transfer street dirt (dog excrement, street germs, 
both human and animal) into the fabric.  
  
Jute and cotton bags are the preferred option of the well intentioned 
Environmentalists and the blue rinse brigade. Both products essentially 
emanate from the Indian sub-continent and  if you examine in situ, the 
standards of working conditions, public health, hygiene, and ethical issues of 
underage workers in that area, it is highly unlikely that anyone with a modicum 
of intelligence or any interest in hygiene or moral issues would ever consider 
using either of these types of bags. Dirty, filthy, badly lit, working conditions, 
open to insect infestation, where cows freely roam the streets outside, where 
90% of the population do not have ACESS to a toilet, where there is no 



running water, crowded workers, many of them clearly underage, work for a 
pittance in unsafe conditions using antiquated machinery, producing jute and 
cotton bags for direct food contact is not what anyone should consider an 
environmentally friendly option. Good luck with the e-coli, the sanitation 
diseases, the salmonella, and the other diseases commensurate with a 
product into which grubby hands and feet have been sewing in unhygienic 
conditions. Again these products are absorbent and not waterproof rendering 
them susceptible to hygiene implications. Some of the jute bags do have 
plastic inside, so defeat the point anyway, and washing uses water, electricity, 
chemicals and damages the environment further. 
  
The transport implications are horrendous with heavier and bulkier 
alternatives using an estimated 4,000,000 more full (unlikely) pallet journeys 
every year throughout the UK, of which some 500,000 will be in Scotland.  
  
The lightweight, waterproof, non-absorbent plastic carrier bag is the best 
alternative. Reuse it where hygienically possible, when its useful life expires, 
recycle it in one of the major supermarkets collection bins where it is turned 
into black refuse sacks, bin liners, agricultural and building films.  
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