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Please register my wish to see the whole of section 59 of the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Bill removed from this proposal. 
 
Should we get rid of single use carrier bags as the Government is 
encouraging us to do or they will introduce legislation to charge the public for 
free bags?  Just what do they expect us to use to transport retail purchases 
from shop to home?  They want us to use alternative reusable bags which 
they erroneously believe will help the environment, yet all give cause for 
environmental concern. 
 
Degradable lightweight bags are not acceptable to environmentalists even 
though they are made from polyethylene which is easily recycled. If a 4% 
degrading additive is added to make them so called BioDegradable the plastic 
is lost to the world forever as BioDegradable films, by their very nature, are 
not recyclable.   In these days of recycling surely this is socially unacceptable. 
 
Starch based compostable carrier bags are not currently strong enough or 
economically viable.  They too are socially unacceptable considering the 
requirement of having to grow high yield starch based food crops to make 
them whilst more than 25% of the world’s population is starving. We have, 
within the last three months already seen food riots in various parts of the 
undeveloped world due to food prices increasing dramatically as corn and 
other food is used to produce ethanol for motor fuels.      
                       
Woven polypropylene and non woven polypropylene bags, now prevalent in 
our supermarkets,are just plastic bags in a different guise. Jute and cotton 
bags are the preferred option of the well intentioned Environmentalists.  Both 
products essentially emanate from the Indian sub-continent and little wonder, 
considering they do not give one jott about the environment. 
 
Just how on earth can transporting these heavier, bulkier, fuel guzzling 
alternative products all the way from India and beyond,be more 
Environmentally friendly ? 
 
The lightweight, waterproof, non-absorbent plastic carrier bag is the best 
alternative. Reuse it where hygienically possible and when its useful life 
expires, recycle it in one of the major supermarkets collection bins. It will then 
be recycled and converted into a whole host of products  i.e.  black refuse 
sacks, bin liners, agricultural and building films to name just a few.  
 
As responsible adults we should REDUCE – REUSE – RECYCLE if it just 
wasn’t so damned difficult. 
 
Claire Lamont, 25 February 2009 


