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This plan to reduce the use of carrier bags is fraught with danger. Section 59 
of the aforementioned Bill should be removed forever from the Bill and I wish 
to register my wish that this should be noted. The consequences are 
disastrous for the country, the environment and for climate change. 
 
Just what is a carrier bag? Are there ANY carrier bags manufactured that are 
specifically engineered not to be reused? The answer to that as every 
intelligent adult knows is NO, there are no such bags.  
 
We define a carrier bag by size, weight and thickness, so let us look at the 
standard supermarket carrier bag which is essentially a shaped like a T shirt. 
The main supermarkets carriers all measures approximately 300mm across 
the face, when opened out, 500 mm and is 550 mm long.  It weighs about on 
average 7.35 grams per piece and has a thickness of about 17 microns. 
 
ALL the alternatives to this lightweight supermarket carrier bag are heavier, 
bulkier and use more natural resources by way of water, electricity and 
transportation costs delivering them to the market place. Nobody surely 
pretends that we all can do without carrier bags, so we must quantify the 
consequences of significant reductions which Holyrood have insisted upon.  
Holyrood did just that in a partial way in 2004 – 2006 and concluded that to 
alter the status quo would probably produce an extra 13, 500 tonnes of waste 
findings every year in Scotland alone. When the Environment Committee 
realised that, they quickly and intelligently dropped plans to tax carrier bags 
and the then proposed Bill was not recommended to the House.  
 
Now in 2009, the consequences are clearly visible, with jute, cotton, woven 
and non woven polypropylene carrier bags being sold as alternatives to the 
free lightweight bags. Nobody at Holyrood has updated the quantification on 
the unintended consequences done by them at that time, but it has been 
shown, using expert software based on actual products in today’s market, just 
how disastrous this has been for Scotland.  
 
If the 50% reduction in numbers undertaken by retailers can be achieved, then  
 

1 The weight of product will increase from 10,600 tonnes per annum 
to 27,700 tonnes per annum  

2 The weight of product transit packaging, will increase from 700 
tonnes per annum to 3.400 tonnes per annum( more than 50% in 
weight of the reduction in lightweight bag weight)  

3 The bulk of product will increase from 27,600 cubic meters  per 
annum to 232,500  cubic meters per annum  

4 The number of lorries travelling around Scotland alone, spewing out 
carcinogenic exhausts will increase from 3,500 per annum to 
29.100 per annum 



5 The number of FULL (unlikely) pallets moving around Scotland will 
increase from 76,000 to 639,000 pallets per year. 

 
That’s just a few of the consequences – It is a certainty that these will occur 
and that more damage will be incurred to our environment as a result. 
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