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It has been brought to my attention that there has been a submission to the 
Scottish Parliament on the issue of Climate Change by Cameron 
McLatchie.(Address not available on the web-site). 
 
 For the avoidance of doubt, this submission was not made by Cameron 
McLatchie, chairman of British Polythene Industries PLC. 
 
In the capacity of chairman of British Polythene Industries, I would now make 
the following submission. 
 
British Polythene Industries PLC sells a very small amount of retail carrier 
bags in the UK (around 0.1% of annual turnover) – so we have no material 
interest in the outcome of any tax / ban / reduction in carrier bag usage. We 
do have access to detailed knowledge on the production, distribution and re-
use of polythene carrier bags and have made this evidence available to both 
the UK and Scottish Parliaments. 
 
It is absolutely clear from that evidence that any ban or reduction in polythene 
carrier bags will have a negative effect on climate change. We accept that any 
ban or reduction may have a positive effect on litter, although this has not 
been evident in countries which have introduced a ban or reduction. However, 
we have no doubt that a reduction in the use of polythene carrier bags and an 
increase in paper or cloth alternatives will lead to an increase in vehicle 
movements and CO2 emissions. 
  
All of the alternative bags use considerably more energy in production, require 
a greater number of vehicles to deliver their increased weight and volume and 
have the effect of increasing CO2 emissions. 
 
If the Parliament is interested, we are more than happy to provide facts and 
figures – as we have done on previous occasions. 
 
However, we would hope that the Parliament can focus on the real drivers of 
climate change – electricity generation and road transport – and leave the 
polythene carrier bag out of this debate. 
 
 
Cameron McLatchie, chairman, British Polythene Industries PLC 
22 February 2009 
  
 


