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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE 
 
The Scottish Countryside Alliance (SCA) is grateful for this opportunity to submit evidence to the 
Scottish Parliament Rural Affairs and Environment Committee for their consideration of the Wildlife 
and Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill. The SCA has consulted widely amongst its membership, 
many of whom have a direct interest in issues raised in the WNE Bill, and this SCA evidence is 
submitted on behalf of the SCA membership. 
 
The Scottish Countryside Alliance is supportive of the general principals of the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Bill  
 
The SCA does not wish to comment on every aspect of the bill, the comments that we wish to 
submit as evidence are set out below: 
 
 
PART 2 -  Wildlife under the 1981 Act 
2. The SCA would submit that gamebirds, and the management of land to support them, are 
economic drivers in rural Scotland – contributing around £240m per annum to the Scottish economy. 
Management of land for gamebirds also creates and supports biodiversity.  The SCA believes that 
this contribution from management of gamebirds needs to be recognised in legislation. The SCA is 
concerned that bringing gamebirds under the auspices of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
detracts from their status as wealth and biodiversity creators. 
 
3. Notwithstanding comments at 2. (above) the SCA supports the creation of a single offence of a 
person killing or taking a bird without the legal right or permission from someone who has the legal 
right.  
 
5. The SCA supports the introduction of clauses to allow the ‘catching up’ of pheasants, partridges 
or mallard in a period of 14 days commencing with the first day of the respective close seasons for 
these birds. ‘Catching up’ for the purposes of breeding, is relatively common practice and this needs 
to be reflected in the new legislation. The SCA would propose that a period of 28 days commencing 
with the first day of the close season would, in practice, be better than the 14 days period currently 
suggested.  
 
The SCA is supportive of the abolishment of the Game Dealers Licence. The SCA also supports the 
proposal to allow sale of game all year round provided that the game was legally taken outwith the 
closed season. 
 
6. The SCA believes that the proposed closed seasons for Mountain and Brown Hare could be 
shortened. Commencement of the closed season for mountain hare on 1st April, and on 1st March 
for brown hare, would allow greater time for management of these species whithout impinging on 
their respective breeding seasons. 
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Allowing the killing and taking of brown hare in February and mountain hare in March would mean 
that control can be instigated when the worst of the winter weather is over and control to protect 
spring growth of crops may be required. 
 
The SCA believes that it should not be an offence if a hare is unintentionally taken by a trained bird 
of prey when it is being flown at rabbits in the close season for hares. The SCA would like to 
highlight our support of the views expressed by the Scottish Hawk Board on this subject. 
 
7. The SCA supports the creation of a single offence of a person killing or taking wild hares or 
rabbits without the legal right or permission from someone who has the legal right.  
 
12. The SCA recognises that ‘single witness evidence’ is very rarely, if ever used, in cases of 
poaching or other areas of the law. The SCA understands that procurator fiscals would, in the vast 
majority of cases, be extremely weary of using single witness evidence to bring about a prosecution 
for any crime. The SCA believes that the ability to use ‘single witness evidence in certain 
proceedings under the 1991 Act’, eg poaching, is an anomaly and is not required in the new 
legislation. 
 
13. The SCA has long been at the forefront of the campaign to ensure that every one who sets a 
snare does so in full accordance with the law and best practice. To this end we have actively 
promoted the uptake of snaring training courses and adherence to the ‘Practitioners Guide’.  
 
The SCA welcomes the proposal to introduce a mandatory tagging system for snares. We believe 
that this will go hand in hand with training and will help to ensure that only those who are qualified to 
set a snare can legally do so. The SCA also believes that it should be an offence to set a snare, or 
be in possession of a snare on privately owned land, without the permission of the landowner. 
 
14. The SCA welcomes the creation of offences prohibiting the release of invasive non-native 
species.  
 
The SCA believes that care should be taken to define ‘non-native’ as opposed to ‘true native; and 
‘naturalised’ species. 
 
The SCA welcomes the fact that the bill specifically permits that common pheasant and red-legged 
partridge can be released. Such releases are vital for the continuation of the £240m per annum 
Scottish game shooting sector.  The SCA would however point out that the common pheasant is a 
naturalised species on these islands (thought to have been present since Roman times and 
recorded as the ‘Common Pheasant’ in 1059AD) and therefore it would be ludicrous if the release of 
common pheasants were to be prohibited. 
 
16. The SCA believes that the ‘polluter pays’ principal should be invoked by those seeking to control 
non-native species.  
 
21. The SCA supports the abolishment of the requirement for those who wish to kill or take game to 
hold a Game License. 
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PART 3 - Deer 
22. The SCA believes that it is sensible for SNH to have the management of urban and per-urban 
deer populations within it’s overall deer management remit. 
 
23. The SCA welcomes the introduction of a code of practice, by SNH, for the purpose of providing 
practical guidance in respect of deer management. The SCA welcomes the inclusion of 
stakeholders in the production of said code of practice. 
 
24. The SCA welcomes the ‘sustainable deer management’ as opposed to ‘deer reduction’ ethos of 
this bill. 
 
25. The SCA welcomes the fact that closed seasons for deer will be maintained by this bill. 
 
26. The SCA is working with other stakeholders and government to ensure satisfactory levels of 
competence amongst those shooting deer in Scotland. 
 
 
PART 4 – Other Wildlife etc 
27. The SCA welcomes the provisions under this bill as they relate to the protection of badgers. 
 
28. The SCA welcomes the provisions under this bill as they relate muirburn. 
 
 
PART 5 – Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
The SCA broadly agrees with the proposals relating to SSSI’s in part 5 of this bill. 
 
 
PART 6 – General 
35. The SCA believes that the title of the Act / Bill is a misnomer. The Act will be pertinent to wildlife 
living in all environments that are to be found across rural Scotland, however reference to ‘natural 
environment’ in the title of the bill does not reflect this. Almost all of the land in rural Scotland is 
managed or influenced by man in some way, from intensively cultivated arable land to semi-natural 
woodland and managed heather moors. These varied environments are often rich in wildlife but will 
rarely fit the definition of ‘natural’.  
 
The SCA believes that to truly encompass wildlife and rural environments across Scotland the 
resulting Act should be cited as the ‘Wildlife and Rural Environment Act 2010’. 

 


