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RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONEMNT COMMITTEE 
WILDLIFE AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (SCOTLAND) BILL 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 
 

The Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill was considered by the Comhairle’s 
Sustainable Development Committee on 26 August 2010 and the following paragraphs 
form the Comhairle’s written submission of evidence. The Comhairle’s submission will 
be verified by the full council on Thursday 2nd September 2010 and should there be any 
changes these will be notified to the Rural Affairs and Environment Committee as soon 
as possible.  
 
The Bill proposes reform to a large number of areas of existing wildlife and natural 
environment legislation. However, the Comhairle’s evidence focuses on the issues 
identified as being of most relevance to the Comhairle. These are invasive non-native 
species, species licensing, the management of deer and Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs).  
 

PART 2, SECTIONS 14-17: INVASIVE NON-NATIVE SPECIES 
The Comhairle supports the new offences in the Bill which seek to ban the release of an 
animal or plant outwith its native range. This is particularly relevant given the particular 
problems experienced within the Outer Hebrides as a result of the introduction of 
hedgehogs to the islands and the release of mink to the wild. This strengthening of the 
current law will help prevent the introduction of other non-native species in the future.  

PART 2 SPECIES LICENSING 
The Comhairle supports the Bills provision that Scottish Ministers are the licensing 
authority and the ability for Scottish Ministers to delegate this authority to SNH. The 
Comhairle would oppose provision in the Bill for Scottish Ministers to delegate their 
functions in relation to licences to local authorities. The Comhairle does not have the 
expertise to comment on such issues and would have to seek advice from Scottish 
Natural Heritage. Section 18, subsection (3) of the Bill states that a local authority which 
is delegated a licensing function, must before granting or modifying a licence, consult 
Scottish Natural Heritage. It would therefore make sense for any delegations to be 
made to SNH and not local authorities.  
 
PART 3 DEER 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar welcomes the proposals as outlined to ensure that land 
owners manage deer herds in a sustainable manner. It is important that effective deer 
management is in place to manage the increasing numbers and expanding range of 
deer. Deer are already replacing sheep on the more remote areas as well as 
encroaching into built up areas. It is likely that this trend will continue if extensive sheep 
production continues to fall. Deer can be a valuable resource to help prevent rank 
vegetation on hill pastures and also provide an economic benefit through active 
management of the sporting resource. That resource however has to be well managed 
especially where encroachment of deer onto crofts, young forestry plantations and even 
gardens can cause damage. It is of some concern that the current rights crofters and 
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farmers have to control marauding deer is to be replaced with a general licence that can 
be revoked by SNH. The general authorisation described in the proposals for legislation 
should require minimal administrative effort both to SNH and crofters and farmers 
affected. 

The repeal of the Game Licence is welcomed as those licences had become almost 
obsolete in any case. The repeal of the Game laws giving current game species 
protection under the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act will change significantly both the 
protection afforded to game species and the perception of illegal taking of game. 
Effectively poaching is being removed from the statute book and unlawful taking of 
wildlife either out of season or without permission will be treated as a criminal offence 
under the 1981 Act.  

PART 5, SECTION 29: COMBINING SITES OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 
(SSSIs) 
Section 29 of the Bill seeks to grant powers to SNH to merge SSSIs. The Comhairle 
supports the Bill’s provisions that SNH may not include any land in the new combined 
site which was not already part of one of the component sites, and that SNH may not 
add a new operation requiring consent as a result of this procedure. It is also of the view 
that SNH must consult with interested parties such as landowners and land occupiers 
prior to merging sites.  
 
However, the Comhairle seeks clarification on the circumstances in which SNH would 
want to merge SSSIs. It is not clear from the Scottish Government consultation on the 
Wildlife & Natural Environment Bill in 2009 or from the Bill introduced to Parliament what 
circumstances would require SNH to merge SSSIs. 
 
Once consideration has been taken of this submission, the Comhairle would appreciate 
written clarification on the issue regarding the merging of SSSIs 


