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The draft bill is a sensible evolution of existing deer legislation which will enable 
Scotland’s deer managers to manage deer sustainably for future years. Changes to 
owner/occupier rights, the spotlight on practitioner competence and a tightening of 
compulsory powers to control deer are all sensible changes. As a deer manager who 
has worked for all sectors in the deer industry, I am passionate about resolving the 
conflicts that deer management creates. I think the draft bill will provide a workable 
legislative tool kit with which to resolve conflict. The key conflict surrounding deer 
management is deer damage to the natural heritage. Here, little change is required to 
current legislation as there is a strong evidence base that current legislation works to 
protect the natural heritage. The 90% of protected natural features vulnerable to grazing 
which are in secure management, the 6000 deer which were removed from 
Caenlochan, the emergency culling carried out in Glenfeshie and expanding native 
woodlands throughout the Cairngorms all show that current legislation is effective and 
produces positive outcomes for the natural heritage.  
 
The rejection of any move to alter close seasons, which could wreck sustainable deer 
management, is particularly welcomed. There is a strong case for gradual evolution of 
deer legislation as in the draft bill, but little logical argument for whole sale change. I 
have worked over 20 years in deer management and in that time many conflicts have 
been solved. Deer damage to agriculture and crofting land was the biggest issue in the 
1970s but is now dealt with by effective mechanisms. Deer damage to forestry was one 
of the biggest issues in the 1980s. This is also now managed by effective mechanisms. 
The mechanisms to solve deer damage to the natural heritage and to protect public 
safety are also effective but are less well accepted by the whole industry. In time that 
acceptance will grow and these conflicts will also reduce. This bill will help that process 
and I hope it soon becomes law. 
 


