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I am writing to clarify the position of the British Veterinary Association (BVA) on the use 
of snares following a written submission to the Committee by the Scottish Rural 
Property and Business Association (SRPBA), which unfortunately misrepresents the 
BVA’s position. 
 
SRPBA states “That is why snaring is necessary as a tool because in many cases it will 
be the most humane method of control, as professional opinion from the British 
Veterinary Association has previously confirmed.” 
 
This is not the professional opinion of the BVA. The BVA Ethics and Welfare Group 
considered the use of snares and the call by Advocates for Animals for a total ban at its 
meeting in November 2007. The Group concluded that there is currently a dearth of 
scientific data on the issue and that it was therefore not possible to have an informed 
debate at that time. 
 
Some members of the Ethics and Welfare Group felt that in some circumstances 
snaring is the least inhumane method but concern was raised regarding the high 
percentage of non-target species caught in snares. 
 
The BVA is aware that Defra is currently undertaking a project looking at the use and 
humaneness of snares in England and Wales and is awaiting the results of this study 
before producing a formal BVA policy. 
 
Until these results are available the BVA remains supportive of the findings of the report 
of the Independent Working Group on Snares. 
 
I hope the Committee will take this position into account when assessing the written 
submissions of evidence on the issue of snaring and I am happy for this letter to be 
published alongside the written submissions. Once the BVA’s Ethics and Welfare Group 
has had the opportunity to consider the results of the Defra study I would appreciate the 
opportunity to share this position with you. 
 


