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The arrogance of Environment Minister, simply beggars belief. He informs us 
the public want Government to do something about the carrier bag issue and 
so he invidiously includes powers to deal with such bags in the proposed 
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill.  
 
The fact of the matter is that already there have been two official consultations 
on the subject of carrier bags; one received over 1200 individual responses of 
which over 1100 were specifically against the introduction of a levy or tax on 
plastic carrier bags. The second stated categorically that the proposal relating 
to carrier bags (section 59 in the Bill) “only received support from a minority of 
respondents” 
 
If the Government were to be honest enough to ask the nation, if the 
introduction of a projected tax of over 600% on a product which was currently 
given away free was on their personal wish list, they would be told to check in 
to the nearest mental institution. (Though perhaps on reflection, members of 
the Government are already sitting in one such!) 
   
This is yet another example of Government choosing to ignore facts in favour 
of political spin and of aggravating an issue in a manner which will inevitably 
produce more waste and unwelcome greenhouse gas emissions - contrary to 
the Kyoto Protocol, The Bali Agreement, the Posnam accord and subsequent 
EU requirements on reducing carbon dioxide emissions. The less than honest 
approach and provisions of section 59 in this Bill are grossly irresponsible.   
 
This measure will increase carbon dioxide emissions, increase methane 
emissions, increase tonnage of waste, increase landfill requirements and 
increase transport requirements from 76,000 pallets per year running around 
Scotland to 639,000 pallets running around Scotland.  
 
Section 59 has no place within the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill. This 
section 59 in the proposed Bill should be eliminated in its entirety. Please 
register my objection accordingly. 
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