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I am writing to object to section 59 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill as 
the consequences of introducing any charge for carrier bags would be 
disastrous for the environment in terms of the extra waste and carbon dioxide 
that will result. This was all investigated in 2006 by an independent committee 
and was found not to be a viable solution to the environmental concerns we all 
have. The possibility that this is going to be re-visited again is just ridiculous. 
Enough time and expense has already been spent on this topic.  
 
In these times of financial hardship, many small businesses are struggling to 
keep their business going. Their priority is to reduce costs to their business 
and in effect, what you are proposing is to limit their choices, insisting with 
legislation that they commit financially to more expensive packaging for their 
products at the point of sale, which in effect will increase their expense and 
ultimately not resolve the waste and Co2 issues.  
 
Many alternative, so called long term carrier bag solutions, do not last due to 
poor workmanship. These bags are then thrown away and do not decompose. 
To my knowledge these bags are mainly made in India and Asia. There is a 
polythene manufacturing base in the UK that will be destroyed - more people 
out of work - while we as a country will then be advocating the importing of 
products made by workers from other countries. In this time of growing 
unemployment does the Scottish Parliament want to be responsible for adding 
to the jobless figures? This is not the time to be introducing this.  
 
In my opinion, further investment in recycling facilities is required by local 
councils and a more uniform approach to "wasteful packaging" rather than 
singling out carrier bags and demonising them. I hope that you will consider 
my opinion, which is shared by many of my colleagues, friends and family.  
 
Thank you 
 
Carri-Ann Walker 
19 February 2009. 


