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I have been asked to give a response on behalf of the Tweed Valley Tourist 
Consortium with regard to the proposals for leasing forestry commission land 
contained in the Climate Change Bill. 
 
The Tweed Valley Tourist Consortium represents 58 businesses within the 
Tweed Valley area many of who are either directly or indirectly ivolved with 
mountain biking and related activity and outsoor pursuits in the Tweed Valley 
Forest Parks. 
 
The extraordinary growth of mountain biking in the Tweed Valley forest park 
area over the past ten years has been facilitated and encouraged by the 
Forestry Commission to the great benefit of the local tourism industry 
spawning many new businesses and developing excellent partnerships within 
the private sector which have had a considerable impact on the local 
economy. 
 
We believe the proposals to lease parts of the forest could have a hugely 
detrimental effect on the Commission's ability to continue to encourage and 
foster the growth of its mountain bike parks and contribution to tourism in 
general. 
 
Firstly, if the forestry commission land in the Tweed Valley area was leased it 
would be highly unlikely that any private operator would be remotely 
interested in developing the mountain bike activities any more than on a very 
limited basis as there would be little commercial gain. However, even if the 
Tweed Valley remained unaffected directly we would question the impact of 
taking a large portion of land out of direct FCS control on its overall budget 
how this would in turn impact on their budget for tourist related activities in 
general and on local jobs which are an important link for local businesses and 
the community to have with the Commission. 
 
It seems ironic that this potential threat has arisen as part of the Climate 
Change Bill as tourism in the forest areas represents one of the most 
environmentally sustainable forms of tourism with enormous potential for rural 
Scotland to build and grow for the future. 
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