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Scottish Renewables warmly welcomes the progress made in tabling the 
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill which is one of the most significant pieces of 
legislation ever considered by the Scottish Parliament. Scottish Renewables is 
Scotland’s leading green energy trade body. We represent over 230 
organisations involved in renewable energy in Scotland and include many 
environmental NGOs in our wider associate membership. Further information 
on our work and membership can be found on our website – 
www.scottishrenewables.com
 
Scottish Renewables believes that the harnessing of renewable energy 
sources in a sustainable manner provides a unique opportunity to not only 
tackle climate change but to provide economic benefits to Scotland. The 
setting of statutory targets to reduce emissions is vital if we are to send the 
right signals to industry and wider society that significant changes are required 
to establish a low carbon economy. 
 
Scottish Renewables is pleased to respond to the Rural Affairs and 
Environment Committee’s call for evidence in respect of the forestry proposals 
contained within the proposed Bill and has addressed the five questions which 
the Committee is seeking information on. 
 
If Scottish Renewables can be of any further assistance to the Committee, we 
will be happy to provide further written or oral evidence in support of our 
statements. 

1.   Do you envisage that the Forestry Commission could play a greater role 
than it does at present in reducing greenhouse gas emissions or in alleviating 
or responding to the effects of climate change?  If so, what suggestions would 
you make? 
 
The bioenergy industry is central to the delivery of the UK’s international 
obligations on climate change and the Scottish Government’s intentions in the 
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill. The use of biomass material to displace 
energy production from fossil fuels will have a beneficial impact on carbon 
emissions and the encouragement of energy schemes using local timber will 
result in lower transport emissions. 
 
As reported by the FREDS Biomass Energy Group (BEG)1, 

Biomass, particularly wood fuel, is accepted as carbon neutral. It can 
have a positive effect on the environment. It is also a predictable and 
firm source of energy supply and therefore an important contributor to a 
diverse energy mix, which is vital to security and continuity of supply. 
 

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/


Scottish biomass is uniquely placed within the UK to contribute to both 
Scottish and UK renewable targets by 2010. This is because, as FREDS 
reports, Scotland has a substantial existing and expanding resource from 
managed woodlands and sawmill products which can be accessed for wood 
fuel almost immediately. The GB wide forestry resource is predicted to grow 
well in excess of demand over the next three decades, and around 60% of 
that resource is located in Scotland. According to FREDS, the future harvest 
level is likely to be around 5.5 million cubic metres above current use, and the 
minimum size of the biomass electricity market in Scotland could be as much 
as 450 MW of installed capacity. Other factors, such as the growing of energy 
crops may greatly increase these figures.2 
 
Furthermore, this capacity figure would be significantly greater if the use of 
biomass materials for heat is increased. 
 
From the work that FREDS has undertaken, alongside the findings from 
reports by the Biomass Task Force3, Sustainable Development Commission4 
and the DTI/Future Energy Solutions5, it is clear that there is considerable 
impetus to develop biomass as a renewable fuel. Scotland is well placed to 
derive benefit by developing a new business arena for the forestry sector and 
by improving the Scottish economy through reducing dependence on external 
fossil fuel supplies and related uncontrolled energy prices. 
 
Notes 
1 Forum for Renewable Energy Development in Scotland (2005), Promoting and Accelerating 
the Market Penetration of Biomass Technology in Scotland, Scottish Executive, para 3. 
2 FREDS (2005), para 15-19 
3 Biomass Task Force (2005), Report to Government 
4 Sustainable Development Commission (2005), Wood Fuel for Warmth 
5 Future Energy Solutions (2005), Renewable heat and heat from combined heat and power 
plants – study and analysis, DTI & Defra. 
 
2.   Do you consider that either of the Government's consultation proposals 
(on entering into joint ventures and on leasing cutting rights) would enhance 
the Forestry Commission's role in dealing with greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate change? 
 
The Commission owns and manages a very large estate which is likely to 
include a significant number of sites suitable for generation of electricity from 
hydropower and wind. Whilst the Commission has in-house project 
development expertise it may prove commercially sensible to work in 
partnership with other players in the renewables industry to realise any 
potential, especially where it is desirable to promote rapid deployment. 
 
However we believe that the energy generation by any such joint venture 
should be limited ‘to generate power from wind, hydro and micro power’ and 
that there is no suggestion that the Forestry Commission would form joint 
ventures to develop bioenergy projects of any scale. If bioenergy Joint 
Ventures were proposed, these allow a situation to arise where Forestry 
Enterprise Services is effectively selling timber to itself. Real or perceived, 
serious market distortion in the wood fuel market may arise. 



3.   Do you envisage any implications for nature conservation, biodiversity or 
recreational interests from the two proposals and, if so, what are they? 
 
As long as the cutting/felling and any re-planting activity by third party 
operators takes place in accordance with the same good environmental 
practice that the Forestry Commission would themselves follow, then it is 
likely that good standards can be maintained by the private sector. 
 
To get the full potential benefit from new wind and hydro renewable energy 
schemes may require local changes in forestry practice. For example, low 
density native forests can have beneficial effects on hydrology and run off 
compared to closed canopy evergreen plantations and so be more compatible 
with new hydro schemes. Equally, dense tree cover in close proximity to wind 
turbines can cause air turbulence which reduces the amount of power that can 
be generated. If the Government want to maximise the benefits of new wind 
and hydro schemes then they need to ensure the Commission has the 
necessary duties and powers to change existing species mix and planting 
density accordingly. 
 
4.   Do you believe there are any implications for rural employment from the 
two proposals and, if so, what are they? 
 
The opportunity to develop renewable energy schemes within the national 
forestry estate is likely to bring complementary economic activity in terms of 
construction and maintenance of schemes as seen in non-forestry estate 
around Scotland. 
 
Scottish Renewables welcomed the publication of a Scottish Government 
study into Scotland’s future hydro power potential1. The future potential lies 
primarily in small and medium-sized developments at a community and/or 
local level. The national forestry estate could considerably contribute to 
releasing the estimated 650MW potential in Scottish hydro power with the 
consequent positive jobs and economic impact that would bring. 
 
Notes 
1 FREDS (October 2008) Scottish Hydropower Resource Study 
 
5.   Do you have any other views on these two proposals from the 
Government? 

No comment at this time. 
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1 FREDS (October 2008)Scottish Hydropower Resource Study  


