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Scottish Climate Change Bill (incl. National Forestry Estate) 
 
The Scottish Tourism Forum is delighted to respond to the consultation on the 
Scottish Climate Change Bill on behalf of its members. 
 
The Forum is the Scottish independent industry body representing tourism and 
hospitality businesses across many sectors, trade associations, local marketing 
groups, trade suppliers and businesses that earn their living from tourism or have an 
active interest in tourism and its importance to Scotland.  The Scottish Tourism 
Forum is positioned as the national strategic voice of the industry and partners need 
look no further. 
 
STF has a membership base of trade associations, area business groups and 
individual businesses. Within our membership we have forty five trade associations 
representing sectors right across the industry and we reach an estimated 6,000 
businesses through this network. 
 
STF is funded through its membership with a purpose to unite tourism interests and 
add value to members’ businesses. We bring public and private players together, to 
encourage the voicing of opinion about problems, priorities and solutions. 
 
The value of tourism to Scotland is £4.2b annually and the industry has set itself the 
ambition to grow the economic value to over £6.1b by 2015, by adopting the 
strategies in the Tourism Framework for Change reviewed strategy. We feel our 
comments are reflective of this ambition recognising the enablers and barriers to 
drive growth even during these challenging economic times. The Scottish tourism 
industry by definition must be here and as such any investment in to tourism is an 
investment in to Scotland’s future and directly to its communities. 
 
We recognise the important role, both at present and into the future the Forestry 
Commission plays in its stewardship of around 10% of the countryside of Scotland. 
This asset is one that is enjoyed by both tourists and local communities alike, it is 
also seen as having a key potentially role in the further development of the tourism 
offer in Scotland. 
 
The consultation looks specifically to address four main questions and our response 
to this is as follows: 
 

1. What are your views on allowing the Forestry Commission to enter joint 
ventures, with the intention of participating in renewable energy programs on forest 
estates? 

 
The STF see this area as an opportunity for effective local partnerships to be 
involved at an early stage of planning, to vision and deliver a range of sympathetic 

 



 
 

initiatives that would be used to engage with visitors and local communities, assisting 
in the promotion of good practise and driving increased use of the forestry estate. 

 
2.  What are your views on allowing Scottish Ministers and Forestry Commission 

to offer leases and cutting rights over parts of the national estate? 
 
Concerns have been raised over the potential conflicts between areas that have 
been leased out and there use for recreation. One of the strengths of the Forestry 
Commission’s activities is their understanding of the needs and potential 
opportunities within their estate leading to sympathetic development of tourism 
projects. The role of the Rangers is vital, a much valued resource at the local level, 
working in partnership to unlock untapped potential (eg Dark Sky’s) and working with 
communities to deliver benefit to both tourism and local communities.  If long term 
leases are applied this could potentially stifle the further development of these 
opportunities. 
 
The Commission operates in a fashion that is sympathetic in meeting the potential 
opposing needs of recreation against timber production and reassurance would be 
needed to avoid local issues arising. 
 
The current arrangements operated by the Forestry Commission provide 
opportunities for local operators to be used. It is likely the beneficiaries of the leasing 
would be able to use national level contracts and this could have a real impact to 
employment in the local area. If national contracts are applied this would potentially 
see higher carbon emissions and lower profits from the timber operations. 
 
We understand the criteria for the selection of properties for inclusion in surplus 
property list, these should be looked at carefully and the development potential 
should also be identified in partnership before decisions are made. 
 

3.  What are your views on (1) transferring proceeds from leases and cutting 
rights to not-for-profit trust, for investment in woodland creation; (2) transferring the 
landlord’s interest in this land to not-for-profit trust; (3) ministers stipulating in the 
constitution of such a not-for –profit trust.  
 
The Forum does not have particular opinions on this question 
 

4.  Are there other actions which need to be taken, or are there other changes in 
legislation which need to be made, in order to allow the public and private forestry 
sector to contribute to Scotland’s target of reducing emissions by 80% by 2015? If 
so, please outline what these are. 
 
We would full support Government in its goal to reduce carbon emissions and are 
not aware of any unforeseen issues relating to legislation. 
 
The Scottish Tourism Forum would be delighted to provide further evidence or 
information around the points raised if required. 
 
Scottish Tourism Forum, January 2009 

 


