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I wish to object to the inclusion of Section 59 of the aforementioned Bill. The 
Environment Minister wants to tax single use carrier bags as a measure to 
educate the public to be aware of our disposable society. They have stated 
that it is neither a waste nor a litter matter, which is just as well as the 
inevitable consequences will be more tonnage and cubic capacity taken in 
waste findings due to alternative products substituted. Section 59 is what 
appears to be a last minute hook onto the Climate Change Bill to grant this 
power to the Government should they require to do so, yet we have had no 
definition of what a “single use” carrier bag encompasses. 
Scotland has already voiced it’s opinion on proposals to tax carrier bags, a 
resounding NO. 
Defra and Wrap, between them have acknowledged that 80% of all UK carrier 
bags are currently already reused at least once, so presumably that takes 
such bags out of the tax net although just how that is going to be policed is yet 
to be determined. There is, contrary to what Ms Kennedy has stated, no public 
support for a further tax on the public and whilst there may be a number of 
wealthy politicians who believe this to be an insignificant tax, the public who 
have less income than they have, are content with the present free plastic 
carriers secure in the knowledge that they will have a receptacle for sports 
gear, packed lunches, shoes and the myriad of SECONDARY uses to which 
lightweight carrier bags are reused. 
Lightweight supermarket bags are specifically being targeted, yet their very 
lightness is what makes them so highly efficient. There is NOTHING that is 
engineered to carry 25 kilos that is waterproof, hygienic and as easy to carry 
than the lightweight supermarket bag which itself, weighs under 8 grams. 
Should this singularly daft proposal become part of law, the Government will 
be ridiculed worldwide for introducing a measure in an environment Bill which 
will increase the damage to the very environment they are charged with 
preserving. 
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