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Please register my objection to Section 59, dealing with carrier bags, in the 
proposed Bill.  
 
There is a headlong rush by the Westminster Government to deny the public 
the continuing convenience of free carrier bags when they spend their hard 
earned and already highly taxed earnings on retail purchases of their choice, 
and now Scotland, with this power devolved to them, have meekly included 
the same provision in the subject proposed Bill.   
 
No consultation with the public has taken place, and despite the ongoing 
existence of a voluntary Code of Conduct entered into by all major retailers 
which has reduced the environmental impact of all carrier bags by 25% by the 
end of this year, and a further commitment by retailers to reduce the number 
of carriers in use by 50% by the summer of 2009, we are already being 
informed by the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs( DEFRA), 
that their “ preferred option” is that laws are required to take powers to charge 
and use their existence to motivate stronger voluntary action by retailers, with 
compulsory charging as a fall back if this does not work.  
 
So, without any consultation, we are to have laws enacted giving powers to 
produce more environmental damage, more greenhouse gas emissions and 
more destruction of our country emanating from a Government which claims 
to have the protection of the Environment as a priority.  This Government is 
pursuing policies which further damages and humiliates their reputation.  
 
This is yet another example of Government choosing to ignore facts in favour 
of political spin and to promote an issue which will inevitably produce more 
waste and unwelcome greenhouse gas emissions contrary to the Kyoto 
Protocol, The Bali Agreement, the Posnam accord and subsequent EU 
requirements on reducing carbon dioxide emissions and is simply 
irresponsible.  This measure will INCREASE carbon dioxide emissions, 
increase methane emissions, increase tonnage of waste, increase landfill 
requirements, from 28,000 cubic meters per annum to 232,000 cubic meters 
per annum, and increase transport requirements from 76,000 pallets per year 
running around Scotland to 639,000 pallets running around Scotland.  
 
Remove section 59 in its entirety and let the retailers meet their commitment. 
They will be delighted to do so as they will make more profits as a direct 
result, but please remember, the public will still need bags to carry retail 
purchases home. 
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