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Some contemporary evidence leads a number of land managers to have doubts over 
the need to change muirburn dates in Scotland in response to climate change. A 
review of best scientific information is required.  In addition, the recent consultation 
on the question  “Do you agree that in order to adapt to the possible effect of climate 
change on moorland, it is necessary for the Scottish Ministers to be given powers to 
vary the permissible dates for muirburn in the future?”  gave a split in responses, 
with 28 respondees being supportive and 24 not supportive.  This paper reflects the 
subsequent discussions over this issue by key organisations. 
 
It is recognised that muirburn that takes place on most managed grouse moors is 
generally undertaken in accordance with the Muirburn Code and with industry 
recognised best practice. However, there are concerns over the suitability and 
appropriateness of muirburn elsewhere in time and space on Scotland’s heather and 
grass moorlands.   
 
After a series of meetings between the organisations listed below, and Scottish 
Government, agreement has been reached on the following points relating to 
amending the provisions of the Hill Farming Act 1946, which will apply to Scotland 
only.  These provisions may be effected through the Scottish Climate Change Bill.  
 
We feel that Scottish Ministers must: 

 
• Have powers to issue specific licences to land managers for burning outside 

the legal muirburn dates, based upon adaptive requirements for climate 
change considerations 

 
We also feel that were Scottish Ministers given powers to vary the permissible dates 
for muirburn any such variation: 
 

• should be driven by climate change adaptation only  
• must be evidence led, based upon good science and supported by SNH as 

advisors to Government 
• must be preceded by consultation with those directly affected 
• must include the month of September within the legal burning season 
• should consider regionalisation of any change to muirburn season, based 

upon adaptive requirements for climate change considerations 
• should be undertaken via an affirmative procedure with reference to the 

muirburn provisions of the Hill Farming Act 1946. 
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