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Summary 
Scotland has some of the finest open and historic landscapes in Europe.  
These are important both to local communities and tourists from around the 
world. The forestry provisions of the Climate Change Bill are based on the 
assumption that expanding woodland cover is one of the most effective ways 
of combating climate change. Archaeology Scotland believes the 
environmental and economic cost of altering our open rural landscapes has 
not been properly considered 
 
Scotland is important internationally for its moorland habitats, open vistas and 
extensive archaeological & historic landscapesi. It is these landscapes that 
are most at risk from new plantations with ploughing or mounding corrugating 
the landscape, inhibiting access and destroying the habitats and 
archaeological landscapes that have been forming since the last ice age. 
These landscapes attract visitors from outside the country and support our 
tourist industry. Increasing woodland cover in Scotland will remove carbon 
from the atmosphere within the 30-year plantation cycle, but this must be 
balanced with other interests in the countryside, whether the production of 
food or the retention of our open and iconic historic landscapes. The latter 
have been formed over thousands of years, both in response to previous 
climate change and human actions. Archaeology Scotland believes that the 
inclusion of forestry provisions within the climate change bill are based on the 
proposal to increase Scotland’s woodland cover to 25% by 2050 at a rate of 
10,000 hectares of new planting per annum. This was only an aspiration in the 
Scottish Forest Strategy and now appears to have become a target. Extra 
funding is now being sought through challenge funds to increase the rate of 
planting to achieve this.  While it is natural for the forest industry to argue for 
increased funding for this sector, Archaeology Scotland would question 
whether this is necessarily the best use of government funding in response to 
climate change. Proposals to expand woodland cover should form part of a 
much wider debate on rural landuse and its social and economic value to the 
Scottish people. 
 
1.   Do you envisage that the Forestry Commission could play a greater role 
than it does at present in reducing greenhouse gas emissions or in alleviating 
or responding to the effects of climate change?  If so, what suggestions would 
you make? 

Forestry Commission Scotland does excellent work at present on promoting 
responses to Climate Change both in supporting community responses and 
industrial level activities. If the attitudes developed within FCS were more 
prevalent across rural Scotland, behaviour change in response to climate 
change would be more extensive.  Of course FCS could spend extra funding 



on climate change responses but this has to be balanced with spending in 
other sectors. 
 
2.   Do you consider that either of the Government's consultation proposals 
(on entering into joint ventures and on leasing cutting rights) would enhance 
the Forestry Commission's role in dealing with greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate change 
 
Archaeology Scotland is not convinced that the proposal to lease cutting rights 
will necessarily increase FCS’s role in responding to climate change. The 
business case for this has not been made and it is unclear what the impacts of 
such activity would be. 
 
3.   Do you envisage any implications for nature conservation, biodiversity or 
recreational interests from the two proposals and, if so, what are they? 
 
Archaeology Scotland is concerned that the excellent work that FCS currently 
carry out in support of environmental protection and social activities within the 
national estate would be at risk if the income from the leased land was 
earmarked exclusively for climate change activities.   We would include in this 
category landscape and the historic environment, as too often biodiversity is 
used a short hand for the environment when a much wider definition should 
be used.  FCS is the largest manager of Scheduled Ancient Monuments in 
Scotland, having responsibility for 328 Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 30 
Listed Buildings, 16 Designed Landscapes and 8,000 unscheduled sitesii. 
FCS agreements to manage positively the monuments in its care would be put 
at risk by this proposal, as it remains unclear how far FCS commitments to 
landscape, environment and recreational access would be transferable in 
practice or how they could be enforced. 
 
4.   Do you believe there are any implications for rural employment from the 
two proposals and, if so, what are they? 
 
Archaeology Scotland believes that there will be reduction in rural 
employment from the leasing proposal.  Commercial companies buying the 
lease of the proposed woodlands would have to reduce current costs to create 
a profit and though TUPE agreements may maintain employment in the short 
term we do not see these as being sustainable in the long term. 
 
5.   Do you have any other views on these two proposals from the 
Government?

As expressed above, Archaeology Scotland believes that a fully-costed 
business case with a comprehensive Strategic Environmental Assessment 
should have been carried out before inserting these proposals into the Climate 
Change Bill. The Scottish Government should produce an integrated rural 
land use strategy before committing one sector alone to major structural 
change. Such a rural strategy must include and evaluate historic environment, 
tourism, landscape, recreation and community interests as well as farming, 
forestry and biodiversity concerns. 



Archaeology Scotland 
27 January 2008 
                                                 
 
i Precise values on landscape and heritage to local communities, Scotland and the rest of the 
world are difficult to produce but the following survey shows the relative importance of cultural 
heritage to the tourist economy of Scotland. Tourism Scotland Survey 2005 
http://www.visitscotland.org/tis_summary2005updated.pdf
 
Activities undertaken (at all)  
                                                                     UK Holiday Trips 

(%) 
                                                   

                             Overseas Holiday Trips 
(%) 

 
Visiting castles, monuments, churches etc.  39  83  
Hiking/Hillwalking/Rambling/ Other walking  33  39  
Visiting museums, galleries, heritage centres, etc.  29  58 
Swimming 21 5 
Field/Nature Study  17  9  
Watching performing arts (including cinema)  16  16  
Golf 8 2 
Visiting Theme Parks/Activity Parks  8  6  
Traditional Regional Music Events  7  n/a  
Fishing 6 3  
 
See also  VisitScotland’s The Visitor Experience 2007 & 2008 
(http://www.visitscotland.org/research_and_statistics/leisure_visitors/visitorexperience.htm) 
 
ii Forestry Commission Scotland Scotland’s Woodlands and Historic 
Environment (2008) http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcfc123.pdf/$FILE/fcfc123.pdf
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