
RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
CLIMATE CHANGE (SCOTLAND) BILL 
SUBMISSION FROM MUNIR AHMED 

I wish to register my disapproval of the inclusion of Section 59 of the 
aforementioned Bill 
 
We learn from a Partial Impact Assessment (PIA) of powers to require 
charges for single use carrier bags document prepared by Defra, that the use 
of “single use carriers” is indicative of consumer’s behaviour towards the 
environment, and that action on this issue may act as a catalyst for wider 
changes in preferences for environmental goods. 
 
What a load of political gobbledegook! The use of erroneously named “single 
use carriers” is indicative solely by the need to transport retail purchases from 
store to home in a waterproof, hygienic, resource efficient and reusable bag. 
Should change occur in the status quo as a result of this ignorance, then quite 
simply, it is a proven fact that MORE harm will be done to the environment as 
a result of substitution of efficient lightweight bags by heavier, bulkier and 
greenhouse gas producing alternative products. 
 
The PIA states that direct environmental effects will be: 
 
1 Less litter — Wrong. It is well proven that more litter will occur due to 
substitution of heavier, bulkier alternatives. 
2 Less harm to Marine Life — Wrong and unproven. This refers to 
unsupported evidence with nothing to which it can be compared. 
3 Fewer transport emissions. —Wrong. MORE transport will be needed to 
transport alternatives that must be heavier and bulkier. 
4 Waste management — Wrong. More tonnage and volume of waste will be 
generated as a result. 
5 The aspirational benefit of increased recycling participation in recycling by 
consumers will be pathetically insignificant and unable to be quantified. 
 
This is no more than a cynical attempt by Government to enhance their green 
credentials, putting an estimated 5000 jobs throughout the UK at risk, further 
taxing every member of the public with unnecessary expense, without any 
understanding of the unintended consequences which will make a mockery of 
their attempt. 
 
The British public is again being fooled and patronised by the following quote 
from Environment Secretary, Richard Lochhead, who has submitted 
correspondence to the TICC Committee saying: 
 
“Incidentally, you will note that the UK Climate Change Act provides a 
power to set carrier bag charges in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland: it would be odd if a similar power were not set out in our 
equivalent Bill.”, 
 



Cherry picking political stances when it will be detrimental to the environment 
is not what I expect of the Scottish Environment Minister. 
 
This section 59 should be removed from the Scottish Bill and the Westminster 
Bill. Please register my objection to it. 
 
Munir Ahmed 
February 2009 


