
RURAL AFFAIRS AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 

SUBMISSION FROM ALASTAIR TOUGH 
 
I wish to register my disapproval of the inclusion of Section 59 of the 
aforementioned Bill. 
 
I am at a loss to understand why so called educated people continually 
lambaste lightweight plastic carrier bags. 
 
These bags are made from waste products i.e. Naphtha & Ethylene which is 
produced during the refinement of oil into gasoline etc. These products would 
otherwise be flared off (burnt) and indeed used to be, until the invention of 
Polyethylene and other related plastic products. 
 
So they are immediately at birth, in their raw polymer state, Eco friendly by 
utilizing a waste product.   
 
Furthermore, they are Clean, Safe for Food Use, Cost Effective, Strong, 
Suitable For Purpose, Lightweight, Small Carbon Footprint to produce & 
distribute, Have Hundreds of Secondary Uses AND when no longer 
serviceable are 100% recyclable. 
 
There is no other product that has those credentials. 
 
There is a huge market for recycled polymers and demand outstrips supply.  
We already have in Scotland (though our ministers don’t seem to know it) the 
largest recycler of polymers in Europe who are literally screaming for more 
product.  So, why is it that most councils in Scotland do not have the facility to 
recycle ANY plastics, let alone polyethylene?  Surely, with scrap polymer 
fetching £350 / Tonne on the open market it makes financial sense for the 
councils to be generating income from this product rather than sending it to 
landfill.  Instead they continue to collect thousands of tonnes of paper and 
coloured glass that nobody wants and invariably ends up in landfill anyway! 
 
Did you know that a 2 Litre plastic milk bottle will make (if recycled) 12 
lightweight carrier bags? Or 18 in the case of a large bottle of Squeezy or Fair 
Liquid !  How many of these go to landfill every day?  You will be gobsmacked 
when you find out the answer.  Should we not be banning these?  Or indeed 
the estimated 800,000 disposable nappies that go to landfill in Scotland 
EVERY day?    
 
If indeed this bill is about Climate Change then we should be looking at CO2 
& METHANE emissions.  These are without any question of doubt the main 
cause of Global Warming caused by Climate Change.  



Neither of them are caused by plastic bags !!      
 
Section 59 has no place in this Bill. 
 
Alistair M. Tough. 
29 February 2009 
 


