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LETTER FROM THE PUBLIC AUDIT COMMITTEE TO COUNCILLOR TOM 
BUCHANAN, CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL, 11 NOVEMBER 2010 

 
The Public Audit Committee received a briefing from the Auditor General for 
Scotland (AGS) on his report entitled “The Gathering 2009” at its meeting on 
the 23 June.  
 
A copy of the AGS report can be accessed at the following link. 
http://www.audit-
scotland.gov.uk/docs/central/2010/nr_100623_the_gathering.pdf 
 
The Official Reports on the Gathering 2009 are attached at the following links: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/publicAudit/meetings.htm 
 
At its meeting on 27 October 2010, the Committee took oral evidence from Mr 
Norman Springford, the former Chair of DEMA Ltd. At that meeting Mr 
Springford set out the circumstances which lead to his resignation as Chair, 
explaining that this was in part precipitated by a draft letter from you to Marcia 
Campbell which was emailed to Kenneth Wardrop on 5 November 2009 for 
comment. I have attached, in an Annexe to this letter, the written evidence on 
this issue provided to the Committee by Mr Norman Springford. 
 
At its meeting on 3 November 2010, the Public Audit Committee took oral 
evidence from Councillor Dawe, Councillor Cardownie, Mr Tom Aitchison and 
Mr Jim Inch, from The City of Edinburgh Council. In response to Committee 
questioning, Councillor Cardownie set out his views on the events which led 
to Mr Springford resigning from DEMA Ltd. His comments and other 
comments on this matter can be found at columns 2146-2159 of the official 
report for the Committee meeting on 3 November 2010. I have attached the 
relevant weblink below: 
 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/publicAudit/or-10/pau10-
1801.htm 
 
Having considered the above evidence, the Committee agreed that it would 
be helpful to receive written evidence from you on the circumstances which 
led to Mr Springford’s resignation as Chair of DEMA Ltd. In particular the 
Committee would welcome your comments on: 
 

 The reasons for the timing of the draft letter from you to Marcia 
Campbell (which was emailed to Kenneth Wardrop on 5 November); 
 

 The circumstances which lead to you drafting the letter (as well as 
confirmation of whether the letter was initiated by you or drafted 
following discussions with others); 
 

 Why you felt you were able to offer the position of chair of DEMA Ltd to 
Marcia Campbell;  
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 Confirmation of any advice you received regarding the content of the 
letter (including the proposal that Marcia Campbell may wish to 
become Chair of DEMA Ltd) and if so, please could you confirm who 
provided that advice. 
 

It would be helpful if you could provide your response by Wednesday 24 
November 2010. Please do not hesitate to contact the clerk should this 
deadline pose you any difficulty. 
 
The Committee hopes to resolve this matter by correspondence although it 
may seek oral evidence from you, at a later date, should that prove 
necessary.   
 
Our normal practice is to publish relevant evidence that is sent to us on our 
website and we may also include it in the hard copy of any committee report. 
Therefore, if you wish your evidence to be treated as confidential, or for 
your evidence to be published anonymously, please contact the Clerk to 
the Committee, before you submit your evidence. Further information on 
the publication of written submissions is contained in the enclosed policy on 
the treatment of written evidence by committees. Please take time to read 
this policy. We welcome written evidence in English, Gaelic or any other 
language. 
 
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact 
the Clerk, Jane Williams on 0131 348 5390 or by email at 
pa.committee@scottish.parliament.uk. 
 


