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Franck 
 
Thank you for your request. 
 
Please find below our comments as requested. 
 
The Medical Research Council (MRC) is one of the main agencies through which 
the Government supports medical and clinical research and always welcomes high 
quality applications for support into any aspect of human health. 
 
The MRC spent £3.4m on research into Multiple Sclerosis (MS) in 2008/09 (most 
recent figures available), however we are not currently funding any research 
specifically into chronic cerebrospinal venous insufficiency (CCSVI). Details of 
MRC's currently funded research, including projects relating to MS can be found in 
the MRC research portfolio which is accessible on the MRC website at: 
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/ResearchPortfolio/index.htm. 
 
The MRC provides funding for research through a range of grants and personal 
awards to scientists in universities, medical schools and other research institutes 
and welcomes investigator-initiated research proposals in all areas of research in 
MS. While the MRC does not normally commission research to address specific 
questions MS has been identified as a highlight area and the MRC is working with 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society and may jointly fund research grant and fellowship 
proposals. One Clinical Research Training Fellowship is available each year aimed 
at researchers who are involved in treating patients and who wish to pursue 
research into understanding and treatment of multiple sclerosis. 

The MRC’s primary considerations in funding decisions are research excellence 
and importance to health; however, high quality proposals in areas of particular 
strategic importance may be given priority in competition for funds.  

I hope that this is helpful but please do contact me if you have any queries. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Wendy 
 
Wendy Raymond 
  
Medical Research Council 
20 Park Crescent 
London 
W1B 1AL 
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