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                                              PETITION PE1312 
To 
Fergus D. Cochrane, Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee, TG.01, The Scottish 
Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP  
 
                                                    RESPONSE 
 
Dear Sir, 
I acknowledge receipt of your email and attachment to the same, sent to me 19th January, 2011 having 
noted the terms of all therein, I thank you for the same. 
 
In regards to Minister for Housing and Communities, Alex Neil’s, correspondence of 17th January 
2011 to the Committee Convenor, Rhona Brankin MSP, where in that correspondence Alex Neil, 
states; “It is not possible to do any more since the Scottish Government has no locus in the process of 
deciding the criteria for the awarding of specific campaign medals. The matter is a reserved issue and 
therefore for the UK Government alone.”   
 
Convenor and members of the Scottish Parliament Public Petitions Committee, with respect, all of 
you by your positions are no doubt aware that Her Majesty’s Government, at Westminster does not 
have in existence a Public Petitions Committee akin to that of Her Majesty’s Devolved Government 
here in Scotland, but what Her Majesty’s Government do have at West Minster, is a system whereby 
the elected Members of Parliament can upon the behalf of a constituent present a Petition to the 
parliament or place the Petition within the sack at the Speakers Chair. 
 
Within Petition 1312 at item 4 under the heading; ‘Action taken to resolve issues of concern before 
submitting the petition.’ The following is stated; “Via my MP, Mr Jim Devine I initiated 
correspondence with the Ministry of Defence. In acknowledgement to that correspondence my claims 
were rejected upon a wrongful and erroneous pretext by the then Minister For Armed Forces, Bob 
Ainsworth MP, in his letter to Jim Devine of 18th November 2007 (ref: D/Min(AF)/BA 
MC05786/2007) states: By the time HMS Amethyst reached HMS Concord’s position at the mouth of 
the river Yangtze on the morning of 31st July 1949 she had succeeded in making her escape.” 
 
On 3rd November 2008 I presented to Jim Devine MP a Petition to be presented to the House of 
Commons.  As of this date, that petition has not been presented or placed in the sack at the Speakers 
Chair.” 
 
Then; ‘On the 21 June 2009 I initiated correspondence with Her Majesty The Queen. As a result of 
that correspondence I was informed by the Defence Service Secretary that my letter had been 
referred to the MoD.  On 17 July 2009 the letter was answered by Mr S J Spear, Naval Secretary 
(Honours and Awards) SO 1. Within that letter it is stated; “There is no avenue now available for 
consideration to be given to amending the qualifying criteria that the appropriate authorities deemed 
appropriate for the NGSM ‘Yangtze 1949’ clasp at the time this medal was instituted in 1949.” 
 
Also at item numbered 8, within Petition 1312, under the heading; Comments to stimulate on-line 
discussion. I wrote; “As a reward for their valour and heroic actions covering the dates 30 and 31 



July, in the Yangtze Campaign, the ships-compliment of H.M.S. Concord, were betrayed, and 
wrongfully excluded from the 1949 Yangtze Campaign Awards System.” 
                                                                                (2) 
 
The title to Petition 1312 is; (Investigation into the 1949 Yangtze Campaign Awards System.) and the 
Petition text reads as follows; “Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
make representations to the UK Government asking it to investigate the circumstances into the 
process for awarding medals to those involved in the 1949 Yangtze campaign and, in particular 
whether this process was corrupted as a result of the exclusion of relevant and important documents 
relating to the role of HMS Concord in the Yangtze Campaign on 30 and 31 July 1949.” 
 
On 18 March 2010 Scottish Minister Alex Neil, wrote the following to Bob Ainsworth MP, Secretary 
of State for Defence, this is the same Bob Ainsworth MP, who wrote to Jim Devine MP, 18 November 
2007  letter ref: D/Min(AF)/BA MC05786/2007., referred to on page one of this response.   
 
Now, Alex Neil’s, letter: - “Dear Bob, 
                                                             The Scottish Parliament’s Public Petitions Committee has invited 
me to make representations on its behalf in respect of the qualifying criteria used in the awarding of 
medals to those Service personnel involved in the 1949 Yangtze Campaign. The Committee has heard 
evidence from campaigners acting on behalf of veterans who served on HMS Concord that they have 
uncovered evidence proving they should have been considered eligible for medals. 
 
 I believe it has been made clear that the Royal Navy and the Ministry of Defence papers on the 
Yangtze incident are a matter of public record are heal at the national Archive at Kew in London and 
open to public scrutiny. I also understand that it has been a long standing policy of the UK 
Government that no consideration will be given to reviewing the qualifying criteria of medals that 
were instituted many years ago.  While I recognise that such a position is entirely reserved for the UK 
Government, perhaps in the interest of openness and transparency there could be an examination of 
the material presented by the veterans of HMS Concord. If they are to be denied medals given to the 
crews of other ships then it is only right that their evidence is scrutinised and, if appropriate, 
disregarded in the face of conflicting yet overwhelming evidence to the contrary. On the other hand, 
should the new evidence bring fresh perspective to the Yangtze Campaign, it is fitting that their claim 
for medals is acknowledged.” 
 
There you see the terms, that were within the letter of Scottish Minister, Alex Neil, MSP and to whom 
it was addresses.  
However, due to a general election it was a Junior Minister within the Ministry of Defence of the 
newly elected regime at Westminster, that replied to Alex Neil’s communication and in so doing, 
submitted that now termed, ‘a Review of Records Pertaining to the Institution of the Clasp and the 
eligibility of HMS Concord.) That Review was drawn up by a Mr S J Spear, a civil servant within the 
MoD that is referred to as Naval Secretary SO1 (Honours and Awards), i.e., (MoD Spin Doctor). 
 
On page one of Review being referred to under the notes itemised there, at note numbered 3, it is 
stated; “HMS CONCORD had entered the Yangtze river very early on the morning of 31 July to be 
on hand to assist AMETHYST by providing gunfire support if the Chinese fort on the river bank at 
Woosung attempted to interfere with AMETHYST’s escape. In the event, by the time AMETHYST 
reached CONCORD, the Woosung fort had seemingly failed to detect the two ships and Amethyst 
had, to all intents and purposes successfully made her escape in that after that point it appears that 
there was little the Communists Chinese could have done to impede the passage to the open sea. It has 
been suggested that mobile Chinese artillery batteries were deployed on the river bank further down-
stream and that the two ships remained at risk during their passage downriver beyond Woosung. 



Whether this can be verified is not known but, as with the fort at Woosung, the ships do not seem to 
have been detected, or at least, were not engaged at any time before they reached safety.”  
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From page 4, of the review under the heading HMS CONCORD, at item 11 the following is stated: -     
“Examination of T300/71 shows that the HD Committee were not invited to consider whether HMS 
CONCORD should be included as one of the units whose personnel would be eligible for the Medal.” 
 
Madam Convenor, members of the committee, with respect don’t let’s lose or be diverted from the 
importance of that brief informatve sentence, in that, by reference, points to the existence of 
documented evidence which establishes the fact that the HD Committee responsible for the Institution 
of the 1949 Yangtze Campaign Medal, were not invited to consider whether H.M.S Concord, should 
be included as one of the units whose personnel would be eligible for the medal.  
 
That information establishes the fact that the evaluation process appertaining to the institution of the 
1949 Yangtze Campaign Awards System, was corrupted, due to, and as a result of the wrongful 
exclusion of relevant and important documents relating to the role of H.M.S. Concord as a unit 
involved in the Yangtze Campaign on the dates 28th July to 31st July 1949. 
 
I am aware of the fact that the Award System appertaining to Campaign Medals is a reserved issue, 
the prerogative of the UK Government at Westminster, however there is no ruling, that I am aware 
of, that prevents a Devolved Government Committee, such as the Scottish Governments Public 
Petitions Committee from bringing to the attention of the assembled UK Government at Westminster, 
via the Speaker of the House the plight of finding remedy and reparation to the wrongful acts and 
omissions that corrupted the instituting of the 1949 Yangtze Campaign Awards System   
 
To all intent and purpose I will be attaching this Response to a link already posted on the Website; 
http://www.thehmsconsort.co.uk that is titled ‘A Letter From One Of The Unrecognised Hero’s’ 
following that letter, I provide some information that was relatively unknown, as such I would ask of 
the Scottish Parliament, Petitions Committee, to continue their support of Petition numbered 1312 
and to give some consideration to taking this matter up with the Speaker at the House of Commons 
who may consider raising the issue within the House of Commons, as a matter to be considered by all 
elected members of the UK Parliament. 
                                                                  Yours Sincerely, 
                                                                   William Leitch. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thehmsconsort.co.uk/
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