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19 March 2010 
 
 
Dear Mr Cochrane 
 
PETITION PE1312 
 
Thank you for your letter of 3 March in respect of the above noted petition, which calls on the 
Scottish Government to make representations to the UK Government on the process for 
awarding medals to those involved in the 1949 Yangtze campaign. 
 
As the Committee will know, decisions on eligibility criteria connected to the award of military 
medals is a reserved matter for the UK Government.  However, the Minister for Housing and 
Communities believes that the evidence uncovered by veterans of HMS Concord should be 
examined and has therefore written to the Secretary of State for Defence on their behalf.  I 
enclose a copy of the letter he has sent to the Rt Hon Bob Ainsworth. 
 
I hope the Committee finds this helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
ALISTER MURPHY 
Armed Forces & Veterans Issues  
 



Minister for Housingand Communities
Alex Neil MSP

T:0845 774 1741
E: scottish.ministers@scotland.gsLgov.uk

The Rt Hon Bob Ainsworth MP
Secretary of State for Defence
Ministry of Defence
Floor 5, Zone D
Main Building
Whitehall
LONDON
SW1A2HB

/ f' March 2010

~
The Scottish
Government

The Scottish Parliament's Public Petitions Committee has invited me to make
representations on its behalf in respect of the qualifying criteria used in the awarding of
medals to those Service personnel involved in the 1949 Yangtze Campaign. The Committee
has heard evidence from campaigners acting on behalf of veterans who served on HMS
Concord that they have uncovered evidence proving they should have been considered
eligible for medals.

I believe it has been made clear that the Royal Navy and Ministry of Defence papers on the
Yangtze incident are a matter of public record are held at national Archives at Kew in London
and open to public scrutiny. I also understand that it has been a long standing policy of the
UK Government that no consideration will be given to reviewing the qualifying criteria of
medals that were instituted many years ago. While I recognise that such a position is
entirely reserved for the UK Government, perhaps in the interest of openness and
transparency there could be an examination of the material presented by the veterans of
HMS Concord. If they are to be denied medals given to the crews of other ships then it is
only right that their evidence is scrutinised and, if appropriate, disregarded in the face of
conflicting yet overwhelming evidence to the contrary. On the other hand, should the new
evidence bring a fresh perspective to the Yangtze Campaign, it is fitting that their claim for
medals is acknowledged.

ALEX NEIL
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