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            In recent years Health and Safety, originally introduced in legislation with the 
best of motives, has become a mockery and a byword for interfering busybodies. 
Animal Health and Welfare has an added emotive attraction for the animal lover in most 
of us. Sadly it appeals to many who do not begin to understand the real issues but are 
simply swayed by emotion. The intention of this legislation was possibly that Scotland 
would demonstrate the enlightened New Labour way for the rest of the United Kingdom 
to follow but unfortunately the results were very different. In effect Scotland was 
isolated and the breeders of the dogs concerned were placed at a complete 
disadvantage unable to sell their pups in the open market.  The overall effect has also 
been disastrous for the dogs themselves as well as the breeders. 
 
          I have quite a wide experience in the subject. In 1930 aged six I was bottom of 
my class and my report read correctly enough that I was indolent in the extreme. My 
father, believing in incentives, said rashly I could have anything I wanted if I came first. 
I came first that term and demanded a dog and chose a terrier which had had its tail 
docked at birth or soon afterwards. I very quickly learned that terriers chase almost 
anything and try to get down holes after rabbits, rats and other quarry. The tail was the 
natural and only means of hauling it out and had it not been docked (for that very 
reason) it would have been broken very early on and required amputation; an 
expensive and life threatening operation in an adult dog.
 
          In 1950 I was given a year old German Shorthaired Pointer, one of the first in 
Scotland, which had been docked in accordance with the breed standards. Originally 
established as a breed in Germany in the 1870s they were a successful stabilized 
cross of bloodhounds and pointers. Docking was supposed to strengthen the  
hindquarters, but initially at least it was probably because the tails tended to differ 
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widely, varying  from thin and whippy to  long and curly as is often the case with 
crossbreeds.  In the 1950s a vet of my acquaintance the other side of the border 
decided to keep a long tailed pup but the rather ratty tail soon bled profusely when 
working in cover and he was forced to amputate it, which I saw as a salutary lesson.
 
          In 1957, having been well taught by my dog Max, I wrote the first book in English 
on training the Hunt, Point & Retriever breeds. This only recently went out of print after 
I wrote a more up-to-date version. I have also written a more general book on gundog 
training and another still in print on breeding working dogs. In the 1960’s I bred and 
trained the All American Field Champion, Dunpender Eros, and introduced breeding 
stock to the Antipodes where it is now popular, as well as sending others to S.Africa 
and Europe. Having personally whelped and docked some two hundred or more pups, 
always within twenty four hours of whelping when they show little or no reaction, and 
having seen the effects of bleeding and damaged tails in adult dogs I can speak from 
considerable  experience and I trust I am not swayed by emotion in the matter. Anyone 
who as seen damaged and bleeding tails in undocked dogs, however, cannot help 
feeling sorry for the animals and the owners. 
 
          The Act bans the docking of any dogs in Scotland, but the last litter of German 
Shorthaired Pointers I bred, shortly after the Act was passed, was whelped  over the 
Border in England. They were docked within twenty four hours by a registered vet who 
signed the requisite Certificates to that effect and in due course I returned to Scotland 
with a litter of legally docked pups. That it is possible to do this perfectly legally drives a 
coach and horses through the Act although of course many small breeders not close to 
the border are unable to afford the necessary expense. This in turn means that in a 
time of national economic stringency by passing this Act Scotland is making it almost 
impossible for many small breeders to compete, since training working dogs costs time 
and money. As a result the Scottish economy is annually losing a significant sum of 
money amounting to several millions. 
          
It is however the overall effect of the Act on the dogs it was intended to protect which is 
little short of horrific. Until the advent of the Kennel Club in the 1870’s when regulated 
and documented breeding began to be organized many breeds were virtually mongrel 
crosses and undocked tails were often a giveaway sign of this, hence why many non-
working breeds were docked for show purposes to present an even appearance. I am 
primarily concerned with working dogs, HPRs, Spaniels and Terriers in particular. The 
Act, however, affects numerous non-working breeds such as boxers, bulldogs, poodles 
and countless others. 
 
          Taking the overall picture, while only a comparatively small but significant 
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number of working dogs may damage their long tails working in cover, others, along 
with very many non-working long-tailed dogs, can only too easily damage their long 
tails severely in accidents, in car boots, or doors, around the house or kennel, or simply 
wagging them violently against some sharp or very hard object.  The number of non-
working dogs reported as damaging their tails is already reported to have risen 
significantly and is bound to continue to do so. Since they far outnumber working dogs 
this is not surprising. Continuing to fund expensive veterinary investigations is a waste 
of time and money.
 
          Far from helping the animals as this Act was intended to do it is clearly beginning 
instead to cause considerable suffering as many adult dogs of widely different breeds 
suffer damage requiring expensive and painful, as well as life threatening, surgery. The 
sooner this well-intentioned but ill-conceived Act is repealed and Scotland is brought 
back into line with the rest of the UK the better for all the dogs and owners concerned. 
It will also be a victory for common-sense.
          
Post Scriptum:  
One of the original arguments in favour of this Act was that it was cruel to dock 
puppies. That almost every lamb in the country is docked at birth was ignored. Recent 
research has shown that puppies are insensitive to pain in the extremities in the first 
week after birth as anyone who has docked more than one litter, preferably within 
twenty four hours of birth, will have quickly learned.     
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