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PETITION PE1196 TO THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: DOCKING OF TAILS OF 
WORKING DOGS 
 
In response to the request for information on the above petition the British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation (BASC Scotland), the Scottish Countryside Alliance (SCA), the 
Scottish Gamekeepers’ Associations (SGA) and the Scottish Rural Property and Business 
Association (SRPBA) would like to make the following key observations. 
 
1) In addition to Mr Brander’s petition another petition seeking amendment to current 
legislation to allow the docking of tails of working dogs was submitted to the Public Petitions 
Committee on the 16th December 2008.  This petition, in my name, was supported by BASC 
Scotland, SCA, SGA and SRPBA and contained over 6,000 signatures.  
 
2) No other written submissions relating to petition 1196  (including the SPICe Briefing) 
refer to a recent paper in the journal Veterinary and Comparative Orthopaedics and 
Traumatology entitled “A survey of gundog lameness and injuries in Great Britain in the 
shooting seasons 2005/2006 and 2006/2007.”  (Houlton, J.E.F. Vet Comp Orthop Traumatol 
2008; 231-237.)  This study clearly showed that for both Springer Spaniels and Cocker 
Spaniels (commonly used working gundogs in Scotland) “Both breeds had a highly 
significant association between tail injuries and undocked dogs”.  This is a very important 
finding, supportive of both petitions, and one that should not be overlooked. 
 
3)  The Scottish Government has contributed £10,000 towards a case study to estimate 
the risk of tail injury to dogs.  The aims of the study are to document the risks of tail injuries 
to dogs in Great Britain, to evaluate whether docking of tails reduces the risk of tail injury and 
to identify other major factors for tail injury.  This study commenced in October 2007, is 
being undertaken by the University of Bristol and the Royal Veterinary College and will run 
for 18 months.  The findings should be available in April 2009. 
 
Given that Petition 1169 is complementary to the larger one on behalf of BASC Scotland, 
SCA, SGA and SRPBA, that newly published research has demonstrated a significant 
association between tail injuries and undocked dogs and that the Scottish Government itself 
expects the results of a highly relevant, independent case study in April 2009 we suggest that 
consideration of Petition 1169 is delayed until after April 2009, and taken in conjunction with 
our larger petition. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Dr Colin B. Shedden   Ross Montague       
Director, BASC Scotland   Head of Policy and Campaigns, SCA 
 
Alex Hogg    Douglas McAdam 
Chairman, SGA   Chief Executive, SRPBA 
 
17th December 2008 
 
c/o BASC Scotland, Trochry, Dunkeld PH8 0BP 
colin.shedden@basc.org.uk 
 


