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Response to petition PE1196 
 
Tail Docking 
The Scottish SPCA welcomes the invitation to respond to the petition raised by Mr 
Michael Brander, seeking an amendment to the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006, to allow the docking of working dogs tails. 
 
The Scottish SPCA is the oldest and largest animal welfare charity in Scotland and it 
aims to prevent cruelty to animals and promote kindness and humanity in their 
treatment. 
 
The published Scottish SPCA policy on Tail Docking is: 
 
Extract 
The Scottish SPCA is opposed to the tail-docking of any companion animal except on 
the grounds of immediate veterinary need. 
 
Tail docking is the practice of removing all or part of an animal’s tail when it is only a 
few days old.  
Tail docking in dogs usually takes place before the puppies eyes have opened. The 
procedure involves cutting or crushing skin, bone and tissue around the tail area. 
Scissors or nail clippers or sometimes tight elastic bands are used to remove the tail. 
Puppies are not usually given any anaesthetic or pain relief. 
 
Since 1992 it has been illegal for anybody except a qualified vet to remove a dog’s 
tail. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (the governing body for most vets in 
the UK) is opposed to tail docking other than for therapeutic reasons (emergency pain 
relief) or genuine prophylactic reasons (to prevent injury).  
 
Some dogs, such as Boxers and Rottweilers are docked for purely cosmetic reasons. 
The Scottish SPCA does not accept the argument that the cosmetic docking of dogs 
tails for breed standards is necessary. Since 2001 the Kennel Club has allowed dogs to 
be shown with undocked tails, meaning that this argument is invalid. There does not 
appear to be rational reasons why some dogs, such as boxers are docked, while others, 
such as bull mastiffs are not. 
 



Many working dogs, such as spaniels and pointers are docked to prevent them from 
injuring their tails in the course of working. It is claimed that moving through thick 
undergrowth can result in significant tail injuries in dogs. The Scottish SPCA 
considers that, while it is undisputable that dogs do occasionally injure their tails, this 
is no reason to remove the dog’s tail immediately at birth. The vast majority of 
docked dogs from traditional working breeds do not actually work.  
 
According the Scottish SPCA’s own Veterinary Services Manager, the dog that 
sustains the highest number of tail injuries is the Greyhound – a dog that is not 
traditionally docked.  
Moreover, there is inconsistency amongst working dogs regarding the dogs that are 
traditionally docked. Labradors and English Pointers, for instance, are undocked, 
whilst Springer Spaniels and German Pointers are traditionally docked.  
 
An argument was used in the original debate that some working dogs could suffer tail 
injuries due to the terrain that they are working in, the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006 also introduced a duty of care to animals, and as such owners 
should not work their dogs in areas where the dog is “likely” to be injured. 
 
Sometimes a dog will require docking following a tail injury. This is done with 
anaesthetic by a qualified veterinary surgeon. The Scottish SPCA considers that this is 
the only valid reason for docking a dog’s tail, and believes that it is much like the 
procedure that would occur if a dog injured any other part of its body beyond repair.  
 
The Scottish SPCA has been involved in a number of investigations into illegal 
docking since the practice was banned under the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006.   
 
In the majority of the cases investigated the person who actually docked the dogs 
cannot be identified and in the main the breeds found have been docked to conform to 
breed standard  
 
However, the Petitions Committee may wish to note that since April 2007, the 
Scottish SPCA has reported nine individuals to the Procurator Fiscal service with a 
view to prosecution for illegal tail-docking.  
Seven of these individuals have since either pled or have been found guilty by the 
court and have been fined £135.00 - £500.00, one accused was banned from dog 
ownership for a period. Two cases are still pending. 
 
Litters of pups involved were: 
2 Jack Russell Terriers 
3 Rottweiler 
1 Boxer 
2 Cross Rottweiler 
1 Cross Terrier. 
 
The Scottish SPCA has not been made aware of any new scientific advice since the 
ban on tail docking and as such has no reason to believe that the introduction of a ban 
has resulted in any significant increase in the number of dogs that require veterinary 
treatment 



 
The Scottish SPCA follows veterinary advice that tail docking causes pain in young 
puppies. On that basis, the Society considers that tail docking is unnecessary and 
unjustifiable. 
 
The Scottish SPCA would urge the Petitions Committee to reject the petition raised 
by Mr Michael Brander 
 
The Scottish SPCA is willing to provide further comment to the Petitions Committee 
if required. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Michael Flynn MBE 
Chief Superintendent 
Scottish SPCA 
 
03000 999999 
mike.flynn@scottishspca.org
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