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Th~r ~ M~Y 2008 regarding the committee's consideration of
petition PE1147. As requested outlined below are the Scottish Government's
responses to the issues raised in your letter .

• The Joint Fire Board was established under SI1995 No. 2634 (s.189) The
South Eastern Combined Fire Services Area Administration Scheme Order
1995 (the Order). All the constituent local authorities are represented on the
board. It consists of 18 members; 3 from West Lothian; 2 from each of
Midlothian, East Lothian and Borders Councils; and 9 from City of Edinburgh
Council. The allocation of the number of seats on the board was determined
by the proportion of population of the board area. If a change to the joint
board and therefore to the Administration Scheme Orders were felt necessary
the Scottish Government would look to the boards, through COSLA, to bring
forward proposals. However, our assessment is that, despite changes in
population levels since the scheme came into force, the current allocation of
seats remains valid .

• Retained and Volunteer Firefighters currently make up 45% of the workforce
of Scotland's 8,082 Firefighters (Annual Report of Her Majesty's Fire Service
Inspectorate for Scotland 2007-08). The training of firefighters is carried out
to national occupational standards. Firefighters must attain a recognised level
of competency before they are allowed to form part of an operational crew at
an incident. Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service have a legal duty,
under health and safety legislation, to ensure that their personnel are suitably
trained for the role they undertake. In relation to the specific 2nd pump at
Livingston Fire Station we understand that some of the Retained Crew are in
fact wholetime (fulltime) personnel who also work on the Retained Duty
System. Therefore some of the personnel crewing the 2nd pump, when being
crewed on the retained duty system during the night, are the same personnel
who crew it during the day on a different watch rota.
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• It is the responsibility of the Fire Board to set the overall budget for the Fire
and Rescue Authority and to then requisition the resources from the
constituent councils in proportion to the cost of the provision of the services
within each authority (or such other appropriate method as the authorities
agree). The current arrangements allow the Board to requisition additional
resources from constituent local authorities but only if it is the agreed position
of the Board that additional resources are necessary, taking into account their
duties under best value. If the Board does not endorse the need or seek
additional resources, as occurred in this case, then the constituent councils
cannot take a unilateral decision to provide the additional funds. I understand
that Police Boards operate in a similar manner.

I hope the above helps answer the questions you raised.
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