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PE 1089
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Dear Fergus,
 
Thank you for your email of 12th November with a copy of the letter from Mike Palmer.
Like Mr Palmer I will respond to his letter (mostly) in order. I also attach some bits of recent 
information to add to that already circulated.  A lot of information like this comes to me almost 
daily, but it would swamp your mail box if I were to relay all of it!. I have selected 1) the recent 
Report from the Stirling OEHRG team on the exposure to lead that still exists and 2) the material 
on the Aamjiwnaang boys, which I thought would be of interest following the release of the CBC 
documentary - The Disappearing Male.  Having done that, I realised that we have our own 
problems that mirror those of Sarnia in Ontario so I have sent 3)some info about the 
Petrochemicals at Grangemouth. I don't know how much of this the Committee will be able to 
deal with but I think it is beholden to me to pass it on.
Best wishes,
Morag Parnell
 
WENS' Reply to Mike Palmer's letter to the Petitions Committee  of 12 Nov 2009.
 
Meeting with Mike Palmer and Colleagues
We are sorry that there was a slight misunderstanding about the question of WENS attending 
Expert Committee meetings. We do, however, appreciate the advice to make contact with these 
committees/agencies. I followed up by emailing both the FSA and the HPA on 15th September, 
explaining the circumstances of the email and asking them to consider two recent pieces of 
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information- the Scientific Statement from the Endocrine Society (this report, funded by the US 
National Institutes of Health, is from a long established and highly respected organisation and 
was reported and discussed around the world), and the report from a leading legal mind, Joseph 
Guth, on Risk Assessment (in the light of new data on the cumulative nature of exposures, the 
knowledge about low dose exposures and the vital importance of the timing of exposures , there 
is an urgent need to re-assess  the current use of cost/benefit  analysis to assess risk and to set 
"acceptable"  " tolerable" or "safe" levels of exposures). So far I have had no response from either 
body.
Links to both these papers have also been forwarded to the Petitions Committee.  
 
Hundreds of Harmful Exposures  including BPA / Oral Contraception
We were asked by our hosts to describe our concerns. Mr Palmer cites two – BPA and steroidal 
contraceptives, which we did indeed discuss in a little more detail when we were asked for 
specific examples. But my first response was to cite the IARC list of hundreds of Class1, Class 2a 
and 2b carcinogens and the growing list of hundreds of hormonally active zeno-substances that 
have been isolated in our bodies. 
 
In another part of his letter Mr Palmer draws attention to the need to look at diseases other than 
cancer. I totally agree with this and WENS has posted to you much evidence for such widespread 
effects.  I hope that some people will have had the opportunity to view the copies I circulated of 
the film from the US Environmental Working Group on the Ten American newborn babies in 
whose cord blood 287 industrial chemicals were found. The analysis of the possible effects of 
these substances shows that almost every organ/system is at risk. The film can now be viewed on 
YouTube and the full analysis seen at EWG.org
 
 We have already expressed our dismay at the FSA’s reply to concerns about BPA, because it 
does not take into account so much of  the research of recent years. Similarly the agencies seem 
to ignore the fact that steroidal oral contraceptives and HRT are listed by the IARC as Class 1 
carcinogens and as such increase the risk for several cancers and for cardiovascular conditions, 
and the fact of the greater vulnerability of girls to such exposures during the period of breast 
development between puberty and 1st pregnancy. 
We appreciate the need to deal with the problem of unwanted teenage pregnancies but feel that 
the quick, easy chemical ‘fix’ cannot be the answer. We need to put many more resources into a 
long term and considered response to this problem. Caring for these youngsters is the 
responsibility of the Scottish NHS (devolved) and the Scottish Government. 
We are therefore concerned at the terms of the advice leaflet that is currently available from the 
FPA on emergency contraception.
 
Permitted Levels of Carcinogens and EDCs!
One other aspect of this must be considered, and I apologise for repetition: there is no safe 
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threshold for a carcinogen; our natural hormones operate in our bodies at infinitesimally small 
levels, parts per billion/trillion. It is therefore easy to see that it makes no good sense to set levels 
of TDIs or PELs for BPA (or other hormonally active zeno-chemicals} at the FSA’s TDI of 0.01 
mg per kilo body weight. (See and WEN’s reply of 27th August to Professor Milne’s letter to the 
Petitions Committee.)
 
I appreciate that the Scottish Government has to place its confidence in the Expert Committees it 
has appointed. Science, however, rarely, if ever, speaks with one voice on any topic. Where there 
are dissenting voices and concerns coming from different sources, it is surely up to Governments 
to provide a platform for the expression and discussion of those different views. 
Again at the risk of repetition, we should remember that ‘no evidence of harm is not the same as 
evidence of no harm’ 
 
Stakeholders and Raising Public Awareness
I am pleased to read Mr Palmer’s account of the meeting of the numerous interested parties with 
the Minister, Shona Robison. I would be very interested to see the minutes of this meeting. Can you point me 
in the right direction please? 
 
It has been one of WENS’ requests from the beginning that we had such a meeting of 
stakeholders, except that we would wish to include other parties-, e.g. those most at risk from 
exposures or their representatives; those who have already been affected, or their advocates; those 
engaged in active research – we have the very best of this in the OEHRG team at Stirling 
University*, and there are many others; those who are actively campaigning on such issues such 
as the Hazards Movement, ChemTrust, WECF, CPES, CAT, WENS….
 
I am pleased to know that the minister is now keen to explore the possibility of raising public 
awareness of exposures to toxins at home and at work. WENS and WEN, and others, have been 
attempting to involve (in particular) women to do this for many years with few resources! It has 
been one of our requests to Government from the beginning of this petition to Parliament.
The last paragraph of Mr Palmer's letter is the most encouraging and I am delighted to read it. I 
would love to see a public education programme to make people aware of those involuntary toxic 
exposures, run on the same lines as those for tobacco, alcohol, UV, diet and exercise. It echoes 
another of our earnest requests to Government from the beginning.
 
Links to Climate Change
I also agree that the health agenda should be linked to the problems of Climate Change- 
something else that has been raised in WENS’ petition. In today’s world there is a myriad of 
issues affecting the quality of life and sacrificing the health and well-being and the lives of too 
many people – all with worthy campaigns and demanding our attention and urgent action. But 
two above all threaten the very future of life on earth itself:  the effects of exposure to 
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occupational and environmental pollutants directly on humans and other species and on the 
planetary physics, chemistry and biology that keep planetary systems fit for life on earth. The 
same engine drives these two threats.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 
Morag Parnell
 
*Report from the Stirling University Team on current and neglected occupational exposures to 
lead at www.hazards.org published in Hazard magazine- Special Report November 2009
 
 
*Report posted by Dr Jim Brophy on the Collaborative on Heath and Environment site - The Lost 
Boys of Aamjiwnaang. Those who have been able to view the CBC documentary –The 
Disappearing Male will recognise this. Dr Brophy was one of the researcher featured on this 
film.  He is also one of Stirling OEHRG. PDF sent on separate email as the online link doesn’t 
work.
 
*Some information on Petrochemicals. also an separate email
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