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Dear Fergus 
 
 
Thank you for your letter dated the 23 September regarding Petition PE1089 on behalf of the 
Women’s Environmental Network (WEN) seeking further advice following the meeting of the 
Petitions Committee on 21 September. 
 
I will address the points raised in the WEN’s response to my letter in order.  
 
The WEN suggests that their Network would not have the necessary resources to prepare 
materials and attend the UK expert committees. This was never the intention of the 
suggestion put forward by the Scottish Government.  Rather, the suggestion was that given 
the reserved nature of the issues, the Network should write directly to express their concerns 
to the relevant committees, and point out areas where they would like further consideration 
of research findings, in a similar vein to the way they interact with the Scottish Government 
and Petitions Committee at present. 
 
The WEN raised two specific concerns at the meeting with representatives of the Scottish 
Government.  
 
The first of these was about Bisphenol A (BPA) in babies’ feeding bottles. This is an area 
where the Scottish Government receives advice from the Food Standards Agency for 
Scotland (FSAS). The Agency has informed us that they are aware of the Canadian study to 
which the WEN referred.  However, the safety of BPA has been reviewed at European level. 
[is this what we mean by ‘in Europe’?] Based on that review and on surveillance data 
collated by FSAS, they are reassured that BPA migration from products on the UK market is 
within the limits set in the present legal controls, and that UK consumers are adequately 
protected.   
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The second concern was about the current use of steroid oral contraceptives, and in 
particular their use as emergency contraception in young teenage girls. The safety of 
medicines is reserved, and is the responsibility of the Medicines and Healthcare Products 
Regulatory Agency. As with all medicines, the safety of emergency hormonal contraception 
and oral contraceptives are kept under review by the Agency and its expert advisory 
committee, the Commission on Human Medicines (CHM). Information on the work of the 
CHM and MHRA can be found at www.mhra.gov.uk . The website contains information on 
both contraception and HRT in the section on safety information. 
 
The response from Ms Parnell indicates a continuing degree of concern by the WEN about 
the approaches of the Scottish Government and the relevant Expert Committees to the 
issues raised. 
 
In this regard, we can only reiterate that the Scottish Government continues to place its 
confidence in the diligence and impartiality of these Expert Committees in providing 
evidence-based advice in support of policy development and implementation, and in advising 
on related research needs. We would again suggest that any specific concerns about the 
Committees’ activities should be addressed to the secretariat for the Committee in question. 
 
The Petitions Committee also asked about the outcome of the meeting held by Shona 
Robison, Minister for Public Health and Sport, with key stakeholders, on 3 November 2009,, 
to discuss occupational and environmental cancers and public health. These key 
stakeholders included high level representatives from the Health and Safety Executive in 
Scotland, the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, the Scottish Centre for Healthy 
Working Lives, COSLA, Health Protection Scotland, Chief Officers for Environmental Health 
and NHS Health Scotland, along with relevant Scottish Government officials. 
 
While the Minister acknowledged that occupational health and safety matters are reserved to 
either the UK Government or Europe, she was keen to explore the possibilities of raising 
awareness of occupational hazards, not solely carcinogens, amongst employers,, 
employees, and health professionals, with a view to improving occupational health in 
Scotland. In particular the meeting gave consideration to whether there was scope for 
increased coordination between the agencies towards reducing the risk posed by toxins.  
 
Dr Rushton from Imperial College London presented the meeting with the findings from her 
research on occupational cancers, which was commissioned by the HSE, and the 
Information and Statistics Division of NHS National Services Scotland gave a presentation 
on occupational and environmental health statistics. It is anticipated that the research 
findings, which will be published by Dr Rushton by the end of this year, will help to target 
interventions and strategies on those industries and occupations identified as being at 
greatest risk.   
 
Stakeholders agreed to look at ways in which existing structures in their agencies might be 
better linked to deliver added value through joint education and awareness raising 
approaches.   It was agreed also that future work should be undertaken to explore whether it 
might be possible to use Community Health Partnerships to help raise public awareness 
about the potential hazards experienced in domestic settings, especially for members of the 
public that undertook Do it Yourself (DIY) improvements to their homes. The HSE has 
recently set up a study into how the greener energy agenda, such as wind farms and carbon 
capture, might impact on the population’s health. Greater uptake of greener energy sources 
has the potential to cut carbon and other emissions thus improving the environmental and 
health impacts, and the Minister asked to be kept informed of the study’s findings when 
available. 
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I hope you find this information helpful.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mike Palmer 
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