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Dear Fergus 
 
I am writing in response to your letter of 20 May 2009 following the Committee’s latest 
consideration of Petition PE 1089, by Morag Parnell, on behalf of the Women’s 
Environmental Network in Scotland. 
 
The Committee asked about the outcome of the meeting between the petitioner and officials 
that took place on the 12 May 2009. Ms Parnell, along with three members of the network, 
attended the meeting with policy leads in Saint Andrew’s House.  An interesting and open 
exchange took place in order that officials could better understand the concerns of the 
Women’s Environmental Network. During the meeting there was discussion of the roles that 
the various expert committees and health agencies play in providing advice to 
administrations across the UK, including the Scottish Government, in order to inform policy. 
It was agreed that officials would put the Network in touch with the secretariat for the expert 
UK committees looking at toxicology, multigenicity and carcinogenicity of chemicals in order 
that the Network could write to express their concerns and point out areas where they would 
like further consideration of research findings. 
 
Given that the majority of issues of concern to the Women’s Environmental Network are to 
do with health and safety at work and product safety, and are therefore reserved areas, it 
was suggested that the Network consider writing to the appropriate Agencies and 
Departments in Westminster.  
 
In this regard,  the Committee and the Petitioner might be interested to know that under the 
Health and Safety Executive’s business plan for this year they have committed themselves 
to the following actions:- 
 
• Monitor the impact of pesticides on people, the environment and consumers. 
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• Undertake a series of projects to assess the fire and explosion risk of nanoparticles and 
publish the results by April 2010. 

• Develop and deliver a strategic approach to effective control and management of risk in 
relation to the emerging energy technologies including carbon capture and storage, and 
carbon dioxide and management hazards by April 2011. 

• Deliver HSE’s international engagement strategy, taking account of the GB Government’s 
broader policies. They envisage engaging more efficiently and effectively with the new 
European Parliament and improving the presentation of the UK’s interest to the 
international community.  
 

In addition, the recently formed Chemicals Regulation Directorate has brought together the 
HSE’s various chemical regulatory provisions, with the purpose of delivering greater 
operational flexibility in chemical regulation.  The Directorate will help maintain the UK critical 
mass of expertise in regulatory specialisms, improving consistency of approach and 
providing a better regulatory service.  It will deliver:- 
 
• A joined up approach to the regulation of pesticides, biocides, detergents and industrial 

chemicals; 
• A single point of contact for stakeholders; 
• Improved efficiency with flexible deployment of resources and integrated systems and 

processes; 
• Greater consistency in risk assessment and the evaluation of chemicals and related 

advice; 
• Protection of the critical mass of expertise in chemical regulatory specialisms.. 
 
It would appear that the remit of this new Directorate fits closely with the agenda of the 
Women’s Environmental Group and we would encourage the Group to contact the 
Directorate. The contact details are: 
 
Kerr Wilson 
Director 
HSE Chemicals Regulation Directorate (CRD) 
Mallard House 
Kings Pool, 3 Peasholme Green 
YORK 
YO1 7PX 
Telephone: 01904 455775 
 
In previous correspondence to the Committee regarding this petition, we have mentioned the 
work funded by the Health and Safety Executive and led by Dr Lesley Rushton, of Imperial 
College, to quantify the burden of occupational cancer in the UK. Dr Rushton recently gave a 
presentation at the 40th Anniversary Celebrations of the Institute of Occupational Medicine 
setting out her findings to date entitled “Can we eliminate occupational cancer?”. Her 
presentation can be viewed at  http://www.iom-
world.org/IOM_40_presentations/Rushton_occupational_cancer.pdf  While this is not the 
final product of her research, it is the most up to date account of her findings and gives an 
indication of the occupations/workplaces on which the Health and Safety Executive is likely 
to focus its future attention.  
 
A date has not yet been set for the meeting between the Minister for Public Health and Sport 
and interested parties to discuss ways to increase awareness around occupational hazards 
and the possibility of sign posting employers and employees to information that is currently 
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available. We will of course be happy to update the Committee of the outcome of that 
meeting. 
 
The Scottish Government has considered the request to set up working groups to investigate 
the issue of environmental and occupational toxins, but remains of the opinion that these 
issues are already effectively addressed by the relevant existing Expert Committees, 
including the Committees on Toxicology, on Carcinogenicity  and on Mutagenicity  of 
Chemicals in Food and Consumer Products and the Environment.  
 
In addition, I would stress again that much of the subject matter in this area is reserved to 
Westminster, in particular under health and safety at work provisions, and is therefore 
outwith the vires of the Scottish Government. 
 
The Scottish Government is satisfied that the scientific advice that it receives from the 
existing Expert Committees, from Health Protection Scotland and from the Health Protection 
Agency takes proper account of all available current and emerging scientific evidence on the 
risks to human health. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
MIKE PALMER 
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