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Thank you for your letter of 3rd April.  
 
We certainly wish our petition to be kept alive. The issues that concern us have not 
gone away.
 
We will be very pleased to meet Mike Palmer  on the 12th May, so that we can 
discuss our concerns. We would also like an opportunity to discuss with our elected 
representatives. Perhaps the Petitions committee cold advise us of how this could be 
done.
 
We recognise most of the official bodies that Mr Palmer refers to in his letter. The 
problem is that in spite of the work carried out by all those august bodies, the 
incidence of many cancers continues to rise and will continue to do so according to 
the government's own projections.
 
The Government's document, Better Cancer Care, gives the projected figures  on 
present trends up until 2020. There were 26,509 new cases on 2005. For the 5 year 
period 20016 - 2020 the estimate is an average of  34,996. per year.
 
Today while I am writing this , we are celebrating the reduction of breast cancer 
deaths to below 12,000 per year  to 11,990 for the first time since records began in 
1971. However, in 1970 the incidence was 24,000 per year in 1970. Today it is nearly 
46,000. 
 
The Government stresses the importance of lifestyle/choices, and a few environmental 
toxins ( today's news features radon gas) and some genetics. While all of these are 
important, they account for less that half of the risk factors. Lifestyle factors in cancer 
are important. Genetic factors passed on are tragic. They are present in no more than 
10% of cancers. 
 
The WHO's International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) lists more than 400  known, 
probable or possible carcinogens (class 1, 2a and 2b). These are industrial chemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
dyes,products of combustion,hormones,pesticides and ionising radiation. 200 of them are mammary 
carcinogens. And there are about 200 recognised endocrine disrupting substances.
 
If we are to deal with modifiable factors ,we have  to take all these factor into 
account.
 
Yours sincerely,
Morag Parnell
WEN Scotland
 

 


