
PE1089/P 
Public Health and Wellbeing D
Public Health and

ir
 Division 

 0131-244 2448  F: 0131-244 2178 
ov.uk 

ectorate 

 
 
T:
E: mike.palmer@scotland.gsi.g
 
 

α
Fergus Cochrane 
Clerk to the Public H
The Scottish Parliam

ealth Committee 
ent αβEdinburgh 

EH99 1SP 
 
 
 
 χδ___ 
 
Your ref: Petition PE1089 
 
 3 April 2009 
 
 
Dear Fergus 
 
Thank you for your letter of 4 March 2009 seeking further clarification to specific points 
raised during the Committee’s meeting on 3 March 2009 regarding Petition PE1089. 
 
Firstly, the Committee asks how the Scottish Government is liaising with global and 
international organisations on this issue and taking account of their views.  
 
The Scottish Government does not pursue direct liaison with international organisations such 
as the World Health Organization on these issues.  The arrangements whereby we take 
advice in support of policy in related areas of devolved competence are based mainly on the 
independent expert committees which have been established by the UK Governments for 
this purpose.  These are committees of independent experts operating under the 
Government Office for Science’s ‘Code of Conduct for Scientific Advisory Committees‘.  
They include the Committee on Toxicology of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products, and 
the Environment, the Committee on Mutagenicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products, 
and the Environment and the Committee on Carcinogenicity of Chemicals in Food, 
Consumer Products, and the Environment.  Their remit is to provide advice to the Food 
Standards Agency, the Department of Health and other Government Departments and 
Agencies on matters concerning the toxic, carcinogenic, and mutagenic risks of hazardous 
substances. 
 
The Scottish Government also looks to Health Protection Scotland and to the UK Health 
Protection Agency to offer advice on the possible health risks associated with hazardous 
toxins in the environment. 
 
The Scottish Government is confident that these expert committees and agencies take 
proper account of the views of global and international organisations and is therefore content 
to rest on their advice and findings.  
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The Scottish Government is aware of the current case being brought against Crosby 
Borough Council seeking compensation for birth deformities. It would not be appropriate to 
pre-empt the outcome of that case.  However, should any concerns be raised as a result of 
the findings of that case we would anticipate that these might be referred to the expert 
Committee on Mutagenicity for further consideration and advice. 
 
The Committee asks whether the Scottish Government will meet with the Women’s 
Environmental Network Scotland prior to its meeting with agencies dealing with occupational 
hazards in order to explore whether it is possible to signpost employers and employees to 
information which is currently available.  
 
Officials would be pleased to meet with the Women’s Environmental Health Network 
Scotland in order to discuss their concerns. If they would like to contact my secretary 
Jennifer Adelman on 0131 244 2812 we will arrange a mutually convenient date for the 
meeting. We will of course update the Committee on the outcome of that meeting. 
 
The Committee also ask for an update on the proposed meeting between the Minister for 
Public Health and relevant agencies. 
 
As stated in our letter to the Committee dated 4 March, it is anticipated that relevant 
stakeholders for the proposed meeting between the Minister for Public Health and relevant 
agencies will include Health Protection Scotland, the Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Scottish Centre for Healthy Working Lives, and COSLA.  We anticipate that the 
meeting will take place at St Andrew’s House in Edinburgh.  
 
Again, we will update the Committee on the outcome of this meeting. 
 
As stated previously, the Scottish Government does not feel it would be appropriate at this 
stage to form a working group to consider the issue of environmental and occupational 
toxins, given that much of the subject matter is reserved to Westminster and, as indicated 
above, that the advice received by the Scottish Government from the relevant expert 
committees and agencies is appropriately up to date and takes proper account of the totality 
of the available scientific evidence on the risks to human health.  
 
I hope that this reply addresses the questions raised by the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
MIKE PALMER 
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